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From the Rabbi’s Study 

 
 
 

The Absence of G!d in the Esther Story: What It Means for Us 
 
In the text of the Scroll of Esther that is read on Purim, God’s name is not mentioned, not 
even once. This is most surprising for a book of Tanach, our Jewish Bible, and it calls for 
some sort of comment. The story of Esther’s meticulous planning and courageous 
actions led to our people’s rescue from a planned genocide. When the community prays, 
why doesn’t the text tell us they prayed to G!d? When the community is spared, why isn’t 
G!d’s role acknowledged? 
 
In one line of interpretation, it is the actions of Esther that save the Jewish people and 
not G!d.1 One lesson some draw from this is that we should not wait for G!d to perform 
supernatural miracles as in the story of the Exodus but that we, as human beings, are the 
ones who control our own destiny. Certainly this is an important truth, for we human 
beings have been given free will and the power of thought, and of choice. Further, as the 
Talmud states, לָא סָמְכִינַן אַנִּיסָּא, “we don’t rely on miracles.”1F

2 We must take charge of our 
own lives. 
 
Another interpretation claims that while G!d is not explicitly mentioned, G!d is indeed 
present, if not in the story itself, at least behind the scenes. In claiming this, most point to 
the scene when Mordecai instructs Esther to help the Jewish people by going to plead 
with King Achashveirosh, he chides, “Do not think that you will escape this decree in the 
house of the king. For if you withhold your help at this time, relief and deliverance will 

 
1 Many traditional male commentators highlight Mordecai’s role, sometimes even to the exclusion of Esther. It is clear, 
however, that the actual salvation of the Jewish people was due to Esther. Mordechai knew Esther was going to act, but was 
kept out of the loop of her specific plans. 
2 BT P’sachim 64b. 
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come from another place, but you and your father’s house will perish.”3 This statement 
seems to be Mordechai’s expression of hope that the Jewish people of Persia will survive 
beyond the current crisis, however dire things look.4 Some try to associate the Hebrew 
word for place, “makom,” with G!d. While the word in Biblical Hebrew clearly does not 
refer to G!d, in later rabbinic times, the Sages gave G!d the name “HaMakom,” meaning 
“The Place,” a sort of mystical term. Some thus hold that the word in the book of Esther 
is a “hidden” reference to God and, therefore, that, in the end, G!d would have saved the 
Jews if Esther did not. 
 
Connected to this idea is that the Purim story is filled with secrecy and things being 
hidden. There is a secret plot foiled by Mordecai to assassinate the King by two palace 
guards Bigtan and Teresh. When King Achashveirosh tells Haman that he wants to 
honor someone, little does Haman know that the king was referring to Mordecai and not 
himself. Esther’s identity as a Jew is only known to Mordecai. This theme of secrecy may 
imply to the reader that, although G!d is not mentioned, G!d is secretly involved behind 
the scenes making things turn out well for the Jews. 
 
So we have two competing lines of interpretation, one that argues that G!d is absent from 
the Purim story and one that argues that G!d is present in the story. Can we bridge these 
two perspectives? My friend and colleague, Rabbi Nina Beth Cardin does so. She writes,  
 

Purim teaches us that G!d will no longer intervene for us and save us, at least not 
obviously and supernaturally…it says that G!d will be hidden but not distant, silent 
but not inactive. G!d will work through us in our daily lives. And any one of us, 
every one of us, can become the instrument of G!d, for good and not for evil, for life 
and not for death.5 

 
According to this view, G!d is not the puppet master behind the scenes controlling the 
actions of people but neither is G!d totally absent. Since we are created in God’s image, 
we are partners with G!d in controlling our own fate. While some things are ultimately out 
of our control, we can and should play a role in determining the direction of our lives as 
individuals and as a community. With this comes a responsibility to be active voices in 
our families and our community and advocates for the values that we hold dear. 
 
Chag Purim samei-ach! Have a joyful Purim! 
 
 

Rabbi J.B. Sacks 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3 Exodus 4:13-14. 
4 Mordechai also seems to be threatening to “out” Esther to the Persian administration if she does not help. 
5 Cardin, Nina Beth. The Tapestry of Jewish Time: A Spiritual Guide to Holidays and LIfe-Cycle Events. Millburn, NJ: 
Behrman House, 2000. 



 

 
 
 

Why I’m Grateful To Haman 

The month of Adar is here. And with the holiday of Purim approaching, I think about 
laughter. What makes us laugh? Some prefer situational humor. Others prefer slapstick 
routines. When all else fails, comedians can often count on people to laugh at their jokes 
by poking fun at public figures. 
 
In the Purim story, we laugh at Achashverosh for being a lazy drunken king who was also 
quite dimwitted. If you were to say that to his face though, you’d probably lose your head! 
And although she might secretly agree with us, Esther probably wouldn’t appreciate 
people talking about her husband that way!  
 
You might say, “Who cares about the feelings of Achashverosh or Esther? Their 
characters are either fictional, or highly embellished!” I definitely think there’s some truth 
to the idea that it’s more socially acceptable to say negative things about fictional 
characters than real ones. In television for example, viewers often remark: “I hate that 
character,” or “I hope they die.” This doesn’t just apply to villains, but any character that 
people find annoying. Surely we don’t actually need to say such excessive things, but 
this is one of the understated alluring elements of fiction: it gives people “license” to hate.  
You could argue that we Jews actually love the character of Haman. More accurately, we 
love to hate him! We love to mock him! When he dies in a Purim spiel, the audience often 
cheers. Why do we do this? The obvious answer is that Haman got what was coming to 
him. He was, after all, a wicked wicked man!  
 
Our Sages considered Haman a descendent of Amalek, our archenemy who attacked us 
from the rear in the wilderness.6 Regarding Amalek, The Torah gives us two 
contradictory commandments: to remember what he did to us, and to blot out his 
memory.7  
 
How can we remember his deeds but not his memory? Well in Haman’s case, we clearly 
remember what he did to us by reading Megillat Esther (The Scroll of Esther), while we 
blot out his memory with groggers and booing. But there is another thing we do to blot 
out Haman’s memory: We alter our memory of him by pretending not to notice just how 
scary he was.  
 
We laugh at Haman as if he were a fool. But Haman was no Achashverosh. He was 
crafty. He was calculating. He wanted to kill us, and he nearly succeeded. He didn’t fail 
due to clumsiness. Be it G!d or Esther who saved us, we were very fortunate to be 
saved.  
 
 

 
6 Megillah 30a 
7 Deuteronomy 25:17-19 

From Our Student Rabbi’s Desk 



 

So why don’t we give Haman the proper fear that perhaps he deserves? Why on earth do 
we laugh at an anti-Semtisitic character, when even in 2023, anti-Semitism is all too real, 
and all too scary?  
 
We laugh because we need to!  
 
From the beginning of our history, people have wanted to destroy the Jews. But rarely 
have we gotten the chance to laugh at them. We can’t laugh at Pharaoh on Passover 
because of the great sufferings we endured at his hands. We can’t laugh at 
Nebuchadnezzar or Vespacian on Tish’ah B’Av, for they were victorious on that tragic 
day and destroyed our Temples. We can’t laugh at Antiochus on Channukah, because 
his character wasn’t given much “scroll-time,” and he too desecrated the Temple. I don’t 
even need to mention what Hitler (supposedly another descendant of Amalek) did to us. 
But as for Haman, he failed! He didn’t kill a single Jew!  
 
And that’s why Purim is so important. We Jews have endured so much, historically. We 
deserve a stress ball, or better yet, a punching bag. We’re so glad Haman is there to be 
that punching bag. And so, when I boo and laugh at Haman this year, I’ll also be telling 
him: “Thank you. Thank you for allowing us to laugh in the face of death.” 
 
 
      Maayan 
 
 

 

On Purim, schadenfreude is embraced! 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Greetings:  March is here, and it’s supposed to come in like a lion and go out like a lamb.  
I think the end of February must have thought it was the beginning of March.  Such 
weird, cold, rainy, snowy and hailstorm weather we had.  Let’s hope we’ve seen the last 
of that. 
 
But that cold and nasty weather is on the outside.  We are lucky enough to be in warm 
homes, comforted by family and friends and warmed by our Am HaYam family and 
intellectually & spiritually by the classes that are brought to you by Zoom and our 
services that are either live and live streamed at CAH or brought to you by Zoom. 
 
Shame on you if you are not taking advantage of all that is offered.  You are missing a 
lot. 
 
And to warm your hearts and tummies all members of CAH will be receiving their 
Mishloach Manot boxes at the beginning of March as well as friends and family that were 
included.  You will be all ready to join in at our Purim service that will be live and live 
streamed at CAH on Monday, March 6th at 7:30 p.m.  Come to CAH or join us on 
YouTube and hear the Purim spiel and how a strong and mighty woman, Esther, saved 
the Jews from being annihilated. 
 
You will all be receiving a special Passover edition of the Migdalor after Purim with all the 
information that you will need to have.  One of the items in it will be a flyer to join us on 
the 2nd night of Passover, Thursday, April 6th at 5:30 p.m. for a community Seder.  Invite 
your family and friends to be part of this warm, homey, song-filled joyous evening.  It will 
be affordable. 
 
Daniel Villalta became a member of CAH when he came from the Pt. Hueneme Naval 
Base to our services many years ago.  He attended services regularly and he actively 
contributed to our discussions.  He was transferred to the Philippines but kept in touch 
with us through emails.  He even attended some of our Zoom classes and services from 
the Philippines.  He sent us a letter to let us know what has been happening in his life.  
It’s a beautiful, touching letter and you can read it on the next page. 
 
Keep warm.  Keep healthy. Keep safe.   
 
Shalom. 
 
Brenda 
 
 

Message From   Brenda Rich 



 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Life, 
Thought, and 

Legacy of Rabbi 
Abraham Joshua 

Heschel 

Rabbi Dr.  
J.B. Sacks 

 
  

This class will help us understand the depth, insight, 
spirituality, and enduring influence of one of the 
great figures of the twentieth century. We will learn 
of his life, read from his philosophy and poetry, and 
watch portions of the new documentary of his life. 

Snapshots in 
Jewish History  

Maayan 
Lev, 

Student 
Rabbi  

Tuesdays at 
7:00 P.M. 

  
 

Via Zoom 

Step into the time machine as we explore a different 
era in Jewish history each week. Together, we will 
learn about the trials and triumphs of Judaism in 
different time periods, put ourselves in the shoes of 
the Jews who came before us, and discuss how all 
this is still relevant to our lives as Jews today. 

Middot: Using 
Our Character 

Strengths 
Through Tough 

Times   

Fran 
Lande, 

Life-Long 
Learning 

Chair 

Alternate 
Thursdays, 7-

8 P.M. 
 
 

Via Zoom 

Participants will continue to explore character 
strengths and middot as we navigate our journey 
through daily life.  By accessing our strengths, we 
are able to enhance our daily living and 
journey.  Each session will include a study of a 
Jewish text, value and/or concept.  Come 
participate in a thoughtful and intriguing discussion. 

Significant Book 
Club  

Fran 
Lande, 
Rabbi 
Sacks  

Wednesday 
March 15 7-8 

P.M. 
 

Via Zoom 

Discussing the book The Telling: How Judaism’s 
Essential Book Reveals the Meaning of Life by 
Mark Gerson. 

 
 

www.CongregationAmHaYam.com  
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We are excited to announce the full year of ScholarStream learning in 5783! 
Beginning next week and spanning all the way up to Shavuot, the 
Conservative Movement seminaries and institutions are partnering to offer 
seven series that will bring your community face-to-face with the brightest and 
most engaging scholars our movement has to offer.  
  
This year’s ScholarStream", began on August 31st (see below for series topics 
and teachers), with each subsequent series following closely 
behind. Click here for a full overview of the series dates, topics and faculty. 
The sessions will be recorded and will be accessible to each registered 
participant, in case of any time conflicts.  
 
Individuals may register below. If you are part of a synagogue or organization 
interested in sponsoring ScholarStream, please click here. If your synagogue is 
a sponsor, you will receive a discount code directly from them to register at no 
cost. 
 

Sponsoring Synagogue Coupon Code:  
AmHaYam5783 

 
Enter this code in the “Event Fees” field of the registration form and 

click Apply” to sign up for free. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001n4Rua9uyRoOZVHEfWn4DNpH0OvJWEbyKW7lRpGUCztiI7fgyILiCPKxneW1qR0HyGfIn2yjCTxP6rzVlVlRE6rXDCcZjg-FblneCIHv7GJD5buh2gxzGvtaWqE-VorOFpBn0BlYWaAP0V6Wyg8rb_JpJcs_-kPlpbE2qIAHqvylli6S98nJdv3Dso5p7LCUeOniCw8T7XS6bDBvOrBwCN4xVHco0YAky&c=_9xOZYTMQ1a4N4Nf80rfPeJOkWPHG3EA6ZCohMZFMP3JGOf939H_dQ==&ch=MbDn3D-PXQB7FsgfTdi3MWDQF8ab0owNIEuXp0S8lUzh611QQa7P4Q==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001n4Rua9uyRoOZVHEfWn4DNpH0OvJWEbyKW7lRpGUCztiI7fgyILiCPPm1lo7-ahqESwcZx-_DkOQkx6mqw5l-AjzoVq6p2b4ylDixased9WVvu-vmeiwLwQW4PpwdpYHdyNiS3o-etCrELo-crwslo7enl-_rHm_C6RPW_luJhGwTHM8c-L_XMUAbpmUMzVt3EtQYFekVvQhliBal_HxbibA8dKBdvh1g&c=_9xOZYTMQ1a4N4Nf80rfPeJOkWPHG3EA6ZCohMZFMP3JGOf939H_dQ==&ch=MbDn3D-PXQB7FsgfTdi3MWDQF8ab0owNIEuXp0S8lUzh611QQa7P4Q==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001n4Rua9uyRoOZVHEfWn4DNpH0OvJWEbyKW7lRpGUCztiI7fgyILiCPKxneW1qR0HyVy0cgXY18OeB4f0CAmIzt6BBDnFEuX49ZUI_MykFhHwD1TQUEdBMaXRs28Q4Zp8ROn3J-BlRgU3LnU6aCQrtMM4ATUDp_kAOY9WS5zasr23p90EhsYUxh8hBagtvuaAdwIRFWTLX8DvPHjbjUufu_a9hqM674LRc&c=_9xOZYTMQ1a4N4Nf80rfPeJOkWPHG3EA6ZCohMZFMP3JGOf939H_dQ==&ch=MbDn3D-PXQB7FsgfTdi3MWDQF8ab0owNIEuXp0S8lUzh611QQa7P4Q==


 

Series 5: How the Conservative Movement's Law Committee 
Impacts our Lives Today 

Wednesdays March 1 at 5 PM PT 
• March 1st - Halakha, Criminal Justice and Capital Punishment 

• Rabbi Jeremy Kalmanofsky, Author of the Teshuvah 
"Participating in the American Death Penalty"  

•  
Series 6: Living our Values: Social Justice and Social Action 

Wednesdays at 5PM PT 
 

• March 8th - Are They Idolators? Making Room for Other 
Religions 

o Rabbi Bradley Shavit Artson, Abner & Roslyn Goldstine Dean’s 
Chair, Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies 

• March 15th - Let Justice Roll Down Like Water 

o Dr. Yael Landman, Assistant Professor of Bible, The Jewish 
Theological Seminary 

• March 22nd - What They Say is Just - Changing Law and the 
People who Live It - An Examination of the Story of the 
Daughters of Zelophechad and What It Teaches about Changing 
Legal Interpretation 

o Rabbi Cheryl Peretz, Associate Dean, Ziegler School of Rabbinic 
Studies 

• March 29th - Love Your Neighbor As Yourself: What do classical 
Jewish sources think we owe to others, and what does the 
feeling of love have to do with it? 

o Dr. Sarah Wolf, Assistant Professor of Talmud and Rabbinics, The 
Jewish Theological Seminary 

 
  

 

  

Hi:  These classes are being offered to you free of charge 
but you must register yourself.  Double click on register 

here.  Fill out the information and where it says enter code 
- enter exactly as shown 

AmHaYam5783  
The dates of the classes are shown.  Click on all of them. 
You will be notified the day of the class by email, once you 

register. Love, Brenda 
  

 
  
 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001n4Rua9uyRoOZVHEfWn4DNpH0OvJWEbyKW7lRpGUCztiI7fgyILiCPKxneW1qR0HyVy0cgXY18OeB4f0CAmIzt6BBDnFEuX49ZUI_MykFhHwD1TQUEdBMaXRs28Q4Zp8ROn3J-BlRgU3LnU6aCQrtMM4ATUDp_kAOY9WS5zasr23p90EhsYUxh8hBagtvuaAdwIRFWTLX8DvPHjbjUufu_a9hqM674LRc&c=_9xOZYTMQ1a4N4Nf80rfPeJOkWPHG3EA6ZCohMZFMP3JGOf939H_dQ==&ch=MbDn3D-PXQB7FsgfTdi3MWDQF8ab0owNIEuXp0S8lUzh611QQa7P4Q==


 

 
 

Significant Jewish Book Club News 
 
 

 
SIGNIFICANT JEWISH BOOK CLUB 

CONGREGATION AM HAYAM 
FOUR WEDNESDAY EVENINGS,  7 PM VIA ZOOM 

 
 

The next Significant Book Club will be a presentation and discussion of  The Telling:  How Judaism’s 
Essential Book Reveals the Meaning of Life by Mark Gerson. 
Through his thoughtful analysis and insight, one will be able to see the Haggadah as the “Greatest Hits of 
Jewish Thought.”  G!d didn’t design the Seder to put your kids to sleep.  Mark Gerson shows us how to 
make the Seder the most engaging, inspiring, and important night of the Jewish year. 

 
On Wednesday, March 15, 2023 at 7 p.m., please join Rabbi J.B. Sacks and Fran  Lande as they lead 
a discussion on some of the key ideas presented in the book and help participants find ways to 
incorporate these ideas into your Pesach preparations and Seder evening. 

 
On Tuesday, March 14, 2023 at 7 P.M. Student Rabbi Maayan Lev will also lead a discussion of some 
of the concepts presented during his regular class time. Maayan always finds a way to engage 
participants in the material he presents.  

 
For more information,  please contact Fran Lande, Life-Long Learning Chair at fblande@gmail.com   
 
 

 
 
         

WEDNESDAY,  
MAY 10, 2023 

 

Can We Talk About Israel? is an easy-to-read yet penetrating and 
original look at the history and basic contours of one of the most 
complicated conflicts in the world. Daniel Sokatch is supremely well-
versed and explains both sides in this primer on Israel and the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict for a new generation and a new time. 

 
for more information, please contact Life-Long Learning Chair Fran Lande @ 

fblande@gmail.com 
 

www.CongregationAmHaYam.com 

mailto:fblande@gmail.com
mailto:fblande@gmail.com


 

 
March:  Get in on All the Excitement Here at CAH!  

Here at CAH we offer an extensive set of ongoing, recurring events. In fact, there are often seven 
events each week! Some months we offer special items.  
 
Having regular opportunities to be together, to learn, to pray, to sing, to share has been very nurturing of 
all of us during this pandemic and has strengthened us as a community. We are proud of all these 
offerings and are grateful to all the event leaders. Thank you! Brenda sends out the link for the Zoom or 
YouTube link ahead of time, so that it will be towards the top of your Email inbox. Services are 
coordinated by Rabbi Sacks; all other events are coordinated by our Life-Long Learning Chair, Fran 
Lande. If you have questions about our non-service offerings or have suggestions for other events, 
please contact Fran. Please contact fblande@gmail.com 
 

EVENT LEADER DAY and TIME DATES 

Erev Shabbat (Friday night) 
services 

Rabbi Sacks/Maayan Lev Friday, 7 p.m. on Zoom  March 3 

Shabbat services  Rabbi Sacks/Maayan Lev Saturday 10a on Zoom 
 

March 4 

Erev Purim Services Rabbi Sacks/Maayan Lev Monday 7:30p at CAH and 
streaming  

March 6 

Erev Shabbat (Friday night) 
services  

Rabbi Sacks/Maayan Lev Friday, 7:30 p.m. at CAH and 
Streaming  

March 17 

Shabbat services  Rabbi Sacks/Maayan Lev Saturday 10a at CAH and 
Streaming  

March 18 

ScholarStream See Flyer Wednesdays 5p, on Zoom March 1, 8, 
15, 22, 29 

The Life, Thought, and Legacy 
of Rabbi Abraham Joshua 
Heschel  

Rabbi Sacks Thursdays 7p on Zoom 
 

March 9, 30 

Snapshots in Jewish History 
March 14th Special on the 
Telling Tree 
 

Maayan Lev Tuesdays 7p on Zoom 
 

March  14, 
21, 28 

Middot: Using Our Character 
Strengths Through Tough 
Times 

Fran Lande Thursdays 7p on Zoom  March 2, 23 

Significant Book Club  Fran Lande/Rabbi Sacks Wednesday 7p on Zoom  March 15 

Ritual Meeting (via Zoom) Neal Abramson Sunday 10a on Zoom March 12 

Board Meeting (Via Zoom) Brenda Rich Sunday 11a on Zoom March 12 

mailto:fblande@gmail.com


 

 
Rabbi Sacks, the Board of Directors, and the membership of Congregation Am 

HaYam send our condolences to Esther Taxon upon the passing of her beloved Uncle, 
Seymour Wolfson.  May his memory be for a blessing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ruth Resnick to Gabby Salo on the passing of her mother 
 
 
 
 

Darrell Cozen in appreciation of Zoom classes 
 
 
 
 

Borah Perlmutter IMO Clara Perlmutter 
Ruth Resnick IMO Esther Finkel 
Brenda Rich IMO Esther Finkel 

 
 

 
3/3 Bernie Bubman 

3/11 Fran Lande 
3/15 Rick Newberger 

3/20 Arlene Davis 
3/21 Mayan Aharon-Ezer 

3/23 Steve Karash 
3/31 Ruth Resnick 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In Honor of CAH 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Birthdays 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tributes 

In Memory of 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Fil Barton 
 

Steven Goch 
 

Alma Boronkay 
 

Fran Lande 
 

Eva Lowe 
 

Judye Newberger 
 

Sheila Myles 
 

Dianne Ruthman 
 

Lee Rothschild 
 

Mayaan Lev 

  

  

Get Well 



 

 
 
 
 

We are in the Sh’loshim (30 day) mourning period for 
Bob Berman and Debra Salo, Mother of Gaby Salo   

 
FRIDAY, MARCH 3 AND SATURDAY, MARCH 4 

 
* Irving Raifaisen, late Husband of Elaine Hanig  

*Helen Klein, Mother of Judy Leventhal z"'  
*Esther Toby Cheek, Sister-in-Law of Lois Lebman  

*Lynda Berk, late Wife of Errol Berk 
Sophie Davis, Mother of Gerald Davis  

*Mamie Seidenberg, Mother of Mark Seidenberg 
*Bess Jacobs, Mother of Judy Kupprman 

*William Fingerhut, Father-in-Law of Neill Fingerhut 
Rebecca Rabin Sacks, Mother of Rabbi Sacks 
Carol Virginia Gilman, Daughter of Fil Barton 

Albert George Kattan, Father of Fil Barton 
Faye Jacobs, Aunt of Fil Barton 

 
FRIDAY, MARCH 17 AND SATURDAY, MARCH 18 

 
*Dean Rich, Son of Brenda Rich and Brother of Mark Rich 

*Barnet Silberman, Father of Judy Margolis 
*Sophie Helfond Seidenberg, Sister of Mark Seidenberg 

*Jeffrey Alan Primes, Son of Deanna Marenstein 
Ruth Goch, Mother of Steve Goch 

*George Kunstadt, Husband of Hilda Kunstadt z"l  
*Rosalyn Gustafson, late Wife of Henry Gustafson  

*Morris Rosenthal, Father of Alma Boronkay  
 
 
 
 

*Inscribed on our Memorial Wall 

 

YAHRZEIT 



 

 
From the CAH COVID Response Team 
 

CAH Protocols for Moving Back into Our Building    
(Revised, February 2022) 

 
Now that the Omicron surge has waned, we look forward to again having services live in 
our own CAH home. To do so, these are the protocols we will be following. We thank you 
in advance for helping make our synagogue space warm, welcoming, and safe for all. 
 

1. Everyone must be fully vaccinated to come to services and events held in our        

CAH home. Proof of vaccination should be shown the first time entering.      

2. Social distancing will be maintained. All rows can be utilized. 

        3. Wearing masks is optional (as all are fully vaccinated). 

4. For those who cannot attend services, we will continue live-streaming our 

services. 

5. Service will continue as we have been doing, with aliyot and honors from the 

front of the Sanctuary, and not from the bimah. 

 

 

Best Practices/Etiquette Upon Moving Back 
 
Not everyone is equally comfortable with touch at this time, whether it is a handshake, a 
hug, or a Shabbat shalom kiss. We can express our joy in seeing each other without 
these, but if it’s something any of us want to do, please ASK the person you are about to 
greet in a physical way first. Please do not take anyone’s “NO” as a rejection. Please 
support everyone in the comfort level in which they find themselves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

ORDERING MEMORIAL WALL PLAQUES AT CAH 
 

Jewish tradition sees memory as a sacred act, allowing us to be inspired by 
the good in a loved one’s life and live more fully in our own days. A yahrzeit 
plaque allows for a permanent remembrance of a loved one, ensuring that 
his or her name will be recalled in perpetuity in our congregation. It is very 
meaningful to see the memorial plaque of your loved one on the High Holy 
Days, especially at the Yom Kippur Yizkor (Remembrance) service, on the 
Shabbat close to the yahrzeit, and at other special moments (including 
Passover, Shavuot and Sukkot Yizkor services). 

Names on the plaque are automatically recalled publicly at the Shabbat 
prior to the yahrzeit at both our Friday night and Saturday morning 
services just before Mourner’s Kaddish. 

Ordering a plaque is a wonderful way to pay tribute to that special person or 
persons of blessed memory. 

The current cost of ordering a bronze plaque for the memorial wall is 
$360.00 per plaque. If you would like to order two plaques now, the cost 
will be $330.00 per name. For 3 or more plaques the cost is $300.00 per 
name. 

Thank you for considering doing this for your loved ones. Their lives will be 
remem- bered and an inspiration to many. 

Sincerely, 

Brenda Rich 
 



 

 
 
 
 

PLAQUE #1--Name of deceased:     
 

Relationship    
 

Hebrew Name (son/daughter of) and    
 

Date of death English Date of death Hebrew 
 
 
 

Before or after sundown    
********************************************************************************
***************************** 
PLAQUE #2--Name of deceased:     

 
Relationship    

 

Hebrew Name (son/daughter of) and    
 

Date of death English Date of death Hebrew 
 
 
 

Before or after sundown    
********************************************************************************
***************************** 
PLAQUE #3--Name of deceased:     

 
Relationship    

 
Hebrew Name (son/daughter of) and    

 
Date of death English Date of death Hebrew 

 
 
 

Before or after sundown    
 

If you have more than three plaques, please place information on additional sheets of paper. 

Please mail this form with your check for the amount in full to: 
Congregation Am HaYam; Attn: Brenda Rich; 4839 Market St. Unit C; Ventura, CA 93003 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

   ScholarStream 
5p 
 
IMO Jack 
Guerwitz 

Middot 7p on 
Zoom 

Erev Shabbat 
Services 7p on 
Zoom 
 
Light Candles 
5:37p 
 
Bernie Bubman 
B/D 
 

Shabbat 
Services 10a on 
Zoom 
 
Shabbat ends at 
6:33p 
 
IMO Anna Beck 
 
IMO Eva 
Skuratovsky 
 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

IMO Albert 
Kattan 

Erev Purim 
Services 7:30p 
at CAH 

IMO Irving 
Raifaisen 

ScholarStream 
5p 
 
IMO Helen Klein 
 
IMO Carol 
Virginia Gilman 

Life…of Rabbi 
Abraham 
Joshua Heschel 
7p on Zoom 
 
IMO Esther 
Toby Cheek 
 
IMO Faye 
Jacobs 
 

Light Candles 
5:43p 
 

Shabbat ends at 
6:39p 
 
IMO Lynda Berk 
 
Fran Lande B/D 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Daylight 
Savings Begins 
 
Ritual Meeting 
10a on Zoom  
 
Board Meeting 
11a on Zoom 
 
IMO Sophie 
Davis 

IMO Mamie 
Seidenberg 
 
IMO Rebecca 
Rabin Sacks 

Snapshots in 
Jewish History 
Special on 
Telling book. 7p 
on Zoom 
 
IMO Bess 
Jacobs 
 

ScholarStream 
5p 
 
Significant Book 
Club 7p on 
Zoom 
 
Rick Newberger 
B/D 

 Erev Shabbat 
Services 7:30p 
at CAH 
 
Light Candles 
6:48p 
 
IMO William 
Fingerhut 
 

Shabbat 
Services 10a at 
CAH 
 
Shabbat ends at 
7:44p 
 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

 IMO Dean Rich 
 
IMO Barnet 
Silberman 
 
Arlene Davis 
B/D 

Snapshots in 
Jewish History 
7p on Zoom 
 
IMO Sophie 
Helfond 
Seidenberg 
 
Mayan Aharon-
Ezer B/D 
 

ScholarStream 
5p 
 
IMO Jeffrey Alan 
Pimes 

Middot 7p on 
Zoom  
 

Light Candles 
6:54p 
 

Shabbat ends at 
7:50p 
 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

Steve Karash 
B/D 

 Snapshots in 
Jewish History 
7p on Zoom 
 
IMO Ruth Goch 
 

ScholarStream 
5p 
 
IMO George 
Kunstadt 

Life…of Rabbi 
Abraham 
Joshua Heschel 
7p on Zoom 
 

Light Candles 
6:59:11p 
 
Ruth Resnick 
B/D 
 

Shabbat ends at 
7:56p 
 

March 2023 
Adar/Nissan 5783 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

          PAST PRESIDENTS 
 

Mort Resnick 
Arnie Fingerhut z’l 
Jerry Ruthman z'l 

Peter Shack z'l 
Brenda Rich 

 
OUR VOLUNTEERS 

 
Kiddushim - Brenda Rich 

Oneg Shabbat - Fil Barton 

Librarian - Donna Gustafson 

Tributes - Lois Lebman 

Purchasing - Ruth Resnick 

Yahrzeits - Brenda Rich 

Migdalor - Mark Rich 

Webmaster - Mark Rich 
 

 
 
Rabbi J.B. Sacks 
rabbijbsacks@gmail.com Phone # 323-387-0096 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
PRESIDENT Brenda Rich 
brenda.bashful16@gmail.com Phone # 805-469-
0268 
 
TREASURER-Miriam Mack 
 
SECRETARY- Donna Gustafson 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY-Ruth Resnick 

RITUAL VP- Neal Abramson  

LIFE-LONG LEARNING CHAIR -Fran Lande 
 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT-Brenda Rich 
 
DIRECTORS- Lois Lebman 

 Lee Rothschild 
 Mark Rich 
 Alma Boronkay 

 

               
Please consider checking the box that allows you to 

cover the processing fees. 
 

Copy and paste link if needed 
https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=Y

SYYH8MKXVM92 
 

 

mailto:rabbijbsacks@gmail.com
mailto:brenda.bashful16@gmail.com
https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=YSYYH8MKXVM92
https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=YSYYH8MKXVM92
https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=YSYYH8MKXVM92
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