
 

 
HAMIGDALOR       

 
4839 Market Street, Unit C, Ventura, Ca. 93003   Phone (805) 644-2899  

www.congregationAmHaYam.com 

  
 
 

USING ISRAEL PROPERLY 
 
Senior parents once owned an enormous amount of land, and they decided to bequeath 
it to whichever one of their children who could best manage to run it. They gave each 
child $25,000.00, stating, “Do what you wish with it. In one year we will ask you for an 
accounting.” 
 
One year later, they did indeed gather the children for a reckoning. The first child 
admitted, “I spent all the money, and I had a good time.” The second exclaimed, “I took 
the money, and I hid it in my room so nobody could get at it, so I still have it all!” The third 
child announced, “I invested the money, and now I have the original sum plus all the 
interest and profit I earned from it.” 
 
The parents then asserted, “The third child shall head the family for having shown how to 
use the original deposit so that it will yield the best benefits.” 
 
I recall this anecdote as we approach Yom HaAtzma’ut, Israel’s Independence Day. 
Israel has had so many different occupants over the years–Assyrians, Babylonians, 
Persians, Greeks, Romans, Umayyads, Ayyubids, Mamluks, Ottomans, the British. One 
might ask, “So, nu, to whom does the land really belong?” To which we should answer, 
“To the ones who have used it properly.” 
 
This is a great truth about Israel. The invaders throughout history abused the land, 
carried away its wealth, and plundered the soil without regard for the future. Then the 
succeeding generations let the sands come in and block the productivity of the soil; they 
permitted the swamps to fester and sicken; they ignored all that the land might yield.  
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But when the chalutzim–the Jewish pioneers–returned to their ancestral homeland, they 
drained the swamps, they irrigated the desert, they reforested the land, and reclaimed it. 
As Israel Zangwill put it, “The Land without a people waited for the people without a 
Land.” It was as if the land had waited for its beloved children to return to it. The Jewish 
people supported the land, and the land has supported them. Hallelujah! 
 
So, this Yom HaAtzma’ut, let us celebrate the country of Israel, the people of Israel, and 
the land of Israel.  
 
Chag samei-ach! 
 
       Rabbi J.B. Sacks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 

My Passover Experience 
 
Dear Am HaYam Family, 
 
As I write this to you, I have had COVID for 9+ days. Though I have been asymptomatic 
for the majority of those days, I am still testing positive, and will continue to quarantine 
per CDC guidelines.  
 
I found out that I had COVID on a Sunday, less than 48 hours after leading services at 
CAH, and also staffing a large seder at Occidental College. My first thought was to get in 
touch with these institutions, and let them know that anyone who had been near me in 
the past few days should consider getting tested.  
 
Nevertheless, I had an interesting choice to make. It was still chag. According to 
halachah (Jewish law), perhaps I should not send emails during the first two days of 
Passover, particularly for work. Could I wait to send that email? I knew the risk of having 
infected others was low, because I wear a mask, both indoors and outdoors. Did I really 
want to bother Am HaYam with this during the chag? How would I be perceived and 
responded to–for getting COVID? For having COVID? For sending an Email on chag?  
 
On the other hand, halachah takes health considerations into account, particularly when 
they could have serious consequences. It was a natural set of questions to ask myself, 
but in the end, my decision was still a no-brainer; I emailed Rabbi Sacks immediately.  
 
What was it like to be experiencing a “plague” on Passover? Was G!d punishing me for 
something? I didn’t think so. How would I feel locked up in my room while everyone I 
knew was celebrating the holiday of freedom?  
 
Yet, actually, getting COVID on Passover turned out to be a real “Dayeinu” moment for 
me. I realized just how good I had it. Not only have I been asymptomatic for the majority 
of my quarantine, but having COVID allowed me to take the long-needed break–
”vacation”--that I had been depriving myself of. 
 
I work for four institutions, but I had no work obligations during Passover, with the 
exception of services at CAH. You might think that I would take the week off for some 
much needed rest and relaxation. But I am also a full-time student with a lot of 
schoolwork, and I planned to use Pesach break to catch up on it. But when I contacted 
my school advisor to let her know that I may miss a few deadlines because of COVID, 
she insisted that I not do course work during Passover either!  
 

From Our Intern’s Desk 



 

 
So I actually enjoyed great “freedom” on this holiday. I caught up on a lot of missed TV 
and dabbled in some independent creative side-projects. The only real downside was 
missing being live at services and not being able to be in a room with other humans for 
9+ days. I never experienced what it meant to truly be in a bubble by yourself. The latter 
was the hardest part, but even that was made easier with technology. And it could have 
been so much worse. Most importantly, I found out that I had not infected anyone, which 
was a big relief.  
 
Just like eating maror at the Passover seder, my COVID experience has been bitter, but 
it helped me to realize the true meaning of freedom.  
 
The holiday will end a few days late for me. My “slavery” (isolation) will formally end in a 
few days. When I finally leave the house, my words will be the same as the words I said 
each day of Passover when I realized just how lucky I am: “Dayeinu”--it was enough for 
me!--and “baruch HaShem”--thank you, G!d! 
 
Sincerely, 
Maayan 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Greetings:  Hope you all had a wonderful Passover.  Just want you to know that you 
missed a magnificent 1st Seder held at CAH on Friday, April 15.  Rabbi Sacks not only 
delivered a meaningful Seder but he used the beautiful new Haggadot he created and 
that we will have use of for in years to come.  And if that wasn’t enough, he prepared the 
food for our Seder meal that was above and beyond delicious.  You really missed so next 
time, make your reservations.  
 
And so many missed out on a beautiful, meaningful, sensitive memorial service for Erev 
Yom HaShoah on Wednesday night, April 27 at 7 p.m.  Rabbi Sacks put together slides 
and readings that touch the hearts of all who were there.  What a testimonial it was to the 
memories of those who perished and survived.  No, it wasn’t recorded.  YOU MISSED 
OUT. 
 
I am ending my article with that and not writing anything more.  I only hope that these 
words will leave you feeling the importance and the need to participate in all that is 
offered.  You get emails all the time.  It costs nothing.  Participate!!!! 
 
Shalom,  
 
Brenda 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Message From   Brenda Rich 



 

 
Ways and Means News 

 
 

More Mishloach Manot Thanks 
 
It is the box that keeps giving.  Since some of our members order extra for gifts to family 
and friends, every year we get additional donations from some of the recipients.  Thanks 
so much to Judy and Joel Adelman, Rosalyn Gold and to Phyllis Greene for their 
generous donations.  It is so appreciated. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ruth Resnick 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Adult Education News 
 
 

 
“Conservative Jewish Life: Grounding Our Lives” 

New Program Details in Our Special Series Announced  
 
In the third of our special series of programs, “Grounding our Lives,” Congregation Am 
HaYam had the honor of hosting via Zoom Rabbi Joshua Hoffman, distinguished 
President of the Southern California Board of Rabbis on Wednesday, April 6. Rabbi 
Hoffman spoke on “The Power of Peoplehood in Enhancing Our Spirituality.”  
From the beginning of his presentation, participants were moved by his warmth and 
genuine desire to direct his comments to our CAH community. He challenged us to look 
at our definition of “peoplehood” and the relationship of peoplehood to spiritual power, 
stressing the importance of a positive relationship with those Jews in other movements or 
those who choose to be unaffiliated.   
 
Rabbi Hoffman also explored the deeper meaning of the concept of Klal Yisrael, “the 
Jewish people” and how that can affect individuals and a community. He taught a 
powerful text about how all of the people were created by G!d and thus we needed to not 
only respect each other but also foster our uniqueness as we interact on our journey. 
 
Finally, he talked about our subsequent responsibility as an “Or LaGoyim,” a “light unto 
the nations.” This concept, Rabbi Hoffman suggested, should guide our interfaith 
relationships. This was particularly poignant in our actions towards the crisis in Ukraine. 
 
Rabbi Hoffman’s entire presentation can be viewed here. 
 
The fourth and final event in our series, “The Power of Celebration in Enhancing Our 
Lives”  will be held LIVE on Sunday, May 22, 2022 at Congregation AmHayam at 11:30 
AM. The morning will be a culminating event. The event will include:  
 
 

• a Siyyum, a concluding ceremony of our year long study,  
• lunch,  
• recognition of our sponsors 
• sharing about what the year has meant 
• live entertainment 

 
The Rolling Steins will be our entertainers. They are well-known (particularly in Southern 
California) music group comprised of Cantor Mike Stein (our first session presenter) and 
his family. The Steins incorporate a wide range of musical styles in their performances—
funk, jazz, country, blues, Israeli, hip-hop—and they often work together to write original 
compositions, 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n8AUk7CI7m0
https://congregationamhayam.com/jewish-life/special-events/the-power-of-celebration-in-enhancing-our-lives/
https://congregationamhayam.com/jewish-life/special-events/the-power-of-celebration-in-enhancing-our-lives/


 

 
In addition to Cantor Stein, the group consists of his son Jared Stein, a renowned music 
educator who worked with Rabbi Sacks at de Toledo High School. Jared is also an 
accomplished musician (guitar, mandolin, and violin) and composer in his own right. He 
not only plays in the Nashuva Band, but has performed and recorded with such artists as 
Theodore Bikel, Nava Tehilla, Peter Yarrow, Moshav, Distant Cousins, and Craig 
Taubman. Jared’s brother Justin graduated from CSUN as a vocal performance major 
and is an accomplished bassist with the Nashuva Band and the Middle Eastern Jam 
Ensemble. Cantor Stein’s wife, Kelley, and Jared’s wife, Jamie, also often perform with 
the Rolling Steins.  
 
It will be an exciting and joyous celebration. 
   
The event is free.  Please register at EventBrite here so we can know who is coming. 
 
Please see below for information on how to help sponsor this wonderful event. 
 
These programs are funded in part thanks to a grant from USCJ’s Pacific Southwest 
Region. We also received a generous donation from the Joseph P. Reardon Funeral 
Home. 
 
 

These programs are funded in part thanks to a grant from USCJ’s Pacific Southwest Region. We also 
received a generous donation from the Joseph P. Reardon Funeral Home. 

 
 

 
 

www.CongregationAmHaYam.com 
 

  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-power-of-community-in-enhancing-our-lives-tickets-331494889137
http://www.congregationamhayam.com/


 

 
 
 
Dear Am HaYam family and friends, 
 
This past year we have been fortunate to offer "Conservative Jewish Life: Grounding 
Our Lives”.  The first three programs held on Zoom, included Cantor Mike Stein, Dr. 
Rabbi Eliot Dorff and Rabbi Joshua Hoffman.  We explored: 

• Conservative Judaism and the Power of Music in Enhancing Spirituality 
• Conservative Judaism and the Power of Synagogue: Membership and Minyan 
• Conservative Judaism and the Power of Belonging to Our Movement 

 
These sessions were quite popular, and not only were we enriched, but many others 
from the Ventura area community, from Southern California, and beyond. We should all 
feel proud! 
 
Our fourth and final session in this series will be: 
 
 

• Conservative Judaism and the Power of CAH: The Power of Celebration in 
Enhancing Our Lives  
 

Full information about this event can be found above. 
 
These programs are funded in part thanks to a grant from USCJ’s Pacific Southwest 
Region. We also received a generous donation from the Joseph P. Reardon Funeral 
Home.  
 
We want to offer you the opportunity to participate as a sponsor of this exciting final 
program. 
 
The sponsorship categories are: 
 
Mount Sinai Summit–$180.00 
We will soon be again celebrating Shavuot when our people were gathered around 
Mount Sinai. You, too, can have a Mount Sinai moment by helping to sponsor this event 
at this level. 
 
Ruth and Boaz Chesed–$54.00 
Ruth and Boaz’s story is read on Shavuot, because chesed, acts of loving kindness, are 
central to perpetuating community. You, too, can join with Ruth and Boaz by sponsoring 
at this level. 
 
 
 
 

https://congregationamhayam.com/jewish-life/special-events/the-power-of-celebration-in-enhancing-our-lives/
https://congregationamhayam.com/jewish-life/special-events/the-power-of-celebration-in-enhancing-our-lives/


 

 
 
 
We hope that you will consider participating as a sponsor at one of these levels. 
Please contact Brenda Rich to become a sponsor at president@amhayam.com.  
 
 
Meanwhile, please remember to read more about this event on our website at 
www.congregationamhayam.com (here). And while you do so, please remember to 
register and tell all your friends and family to register as well. The event is free, but one 
must register! 
 
We thank you in advance for at least considering your participation at one of these levels. 
Todah rabbah, and may we have more occasions to come together and celebrate! 
 
Warmly, 
 
Brenda Rich      Rabbi J.B. Sacks 
Brenda Rich      Rabbi J.B.Sacks 
President    
 
 
 

  
 

  

 
Please consider checking the box that allows you to cover the processing fees. 

 
Copy and paste link if needed 

https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=YSYYH8MKXVM92 
 

mailto:president@amhayam.com
http://www.congregationamhayam.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-power-of-community-in-enhancing-our-lives-tickets-331494889137
https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=YSYYH8MKXVM92
https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=YSYYH8MKXVM92


 

Book Club News 
 

 
 
 
 

UPCOMING SIGNIFIANT BOOK CLUB SESSIONS 
 
The Finkler Question--May 11, 2022 
The Finkler Question is a funny, furious, unflinching novel of friendship and loss, 
exclusion and belonging, and the wisdom and humanity of maturity. Winner of the 2010 
Man Booker Prize. (see cover, below left) 
 

 
 
 
The Match: Althea Gibson and a Portrait of a Friendship--June 29, 2022 
The incredible story of two outsiders―Angela Buxton, an emerging champion who 
happens to be Jewish, and Althea Gibson, the first black player to win Wimbledon―pair 
up not only to form a winning team, but also an enduring friendship.  
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Series 7: Liturgy of Resilience  

Tuesdays, 5 PM PT  
Register here 

Sponsoring Synagogue Coupon Code: CongAmHaYam21 
Enter this code in the “Event Fees” field of the registration form and click Apply” to sign 

up for free. 
 

“I Shall Not Fear”: Liturgy, Emotional Honesty, and Resilience  
Tuesday May 3rd at 5:00 PM PT  
 
Teacher: Rabbi Jan Uhrbach, JTS 
Description: Can praying other people’s words help build and sustain resilience? Using particular 
familiar examples from our daily and Shabbat prayer, we’ll explore the unique ways in which a regular 
prayer practice grounded in traditional liturgy can help strengthen us and give us honest hope in 
challenging and distressing times. 
  
Psalms of Hope, Psalms of Comfort Tuesday  
Tuesday May 10th at 5:00 PM 
 
Teacher: Rabbi Cheryl Peretz, Ziegler 
Description: Every Jewish prayer is an expression of lived experience in the moment in which it was 
written. Nowhere is this more evident than in the poetry of the Book of Psalms and the occasions for 
which the rabbis chose their individual use. In this session, we will examine selections from those 
Psalms used in our regular liturgy asking what the psalmist might have been living through and what 
their experience and expression has to say to us about comfort, resilience, and hope. 
 
Resilience in the Face of the Crusades 
Tuesday May 17th at 5:00 PM 
 
Teacher: Dr. Raymond Scheindlin, JTS 
Description: When the crusaders marched across the Rhine in the eleventh century and decimated the 
region’s ancient and prosperous Jewish communities, there was little the Jews could do to resist. Some 
were forcibly baptised, some were killed, some committed suicide, some fled. Reflecting on the 
devastation, the survivors asked themselves why their generation had been chosen for such suffering, 
what it meant, and perhaps why they should even remain Jews. Their turmoil is recorded in chronicles 
and poems that deal with the emotional and intellectual upheaval of the times. The Hebrew Crusade 
literature that we will study is thus a monument of Jewish resilience in the face of disaster.   
 

https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/civicrm/event/register?id=1401&reset=1


 

The Kabbalah of Lekhah Dodi 
Tuesday May 24th at 5:00 PM 
 
Teacher: Rabbi Reuven Kimelman,  RA 
Description: Lekhah Dodi was composed in Safed of the 1550’s by a Kabbalist (Shelomoh Alkabetz) for 
Kabbalists (such as Moshe Cordovero) to celebrate the kabbalistic meaning of the welcoming of the 
Sabbath bride. It operates on the four dimensions of kabbalistic reality simultaneously: space, time, 
human, and Divine. This session will show how all four axes coincide to crack the meaning of the refrain 
and the nine stanzas of Lekhah Dodi. 
 
 
 
 

Series 8: Israel - Models of Resilience 
Wednesdays 10AM PT  

Register here 

 

The Land of Israel in Biblical Theology 
Wednesday May 11th  at 10AM   
 
Teacher: David Frankel, Schechter 
Description: To what extent is living in the land central to the theology of the Hebrew Bible? What 
makes the land particularly unique? Is it imbued with a special and innate holiness? And what is the 
place of the non-Israelite in the land both in Israel in general and in Jerusalem in particular? Some 
surprising answers to these and similar questions will be uncovered and analyzed. 
  
Hebrew Letters and Jewish Symbols as an Expression of Zionism in Israeli Art  
Wednesday May 18th at 10AM   
 
Teacher: Shula Laderman, Schechter 
Description: The lecture will focus on the integration of the Hebrew letters and Jewish symbols in 
works of Israeli artists such as: Mordechai Ardon, Michael Sagan-Cohen, Moshe Gershuni, Jacques 
Gianno, Ruth Kestenbaum and others. 
 
The Kotel: The Dispute over Israel’s Holiest Jewish Site, 1967-2000 (in honor of Yom 
Yerushalayim)  
Wednesday May 25th at 10AM   
 
Teacher: Doron Bar, Schechter 
Description: The Western Wall occupies a prominent position in contemporary Jewish and Israeli 
discourse, current events, and local politics. In the lecture, Prof. Doron Bar offers a detailed exploration 
of the Western Wall plaza’s evolution in the late twentieth century. The lecture examines  the role of 
archaeology in defining the site, the Western Wall’s transformation as an Israeli and Jewish symbol, and 
the movement to open it to a variety of Jewish denominations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/civicrm/event/register?id=1401&reset=1


 

 
 
 
  
The Land of Israel and Zionism as Reflected in Israeli Music  
Wednesday June 1st at 10AM   
 
Teacher: Anat Rubinstein,  Schechter 
Description: Since the early days of Zionism, music played a critical role in shaping the image of the 
"new Jew" and the Land of Israel. The pioneers sought to form a new style of music in order to 
distinguish themselves from the Diaspora. Elements were borrowed from Arabic music, traditional 
Yemenite and Eastern Jewish music, all created a new musical aesthetic aimed to evoke the image of 
biblical times and ancient Hebrews. In the lecture, Dr. Rubinstein explores fascinating musical examples 
soundscape and unique sonorities related to developing image of the Land of Israel from the early 
1920's to the 1980's. 
 
 
 

Hi:  These classes are being offered to you free of charge but you must 
register yourself.  Double click on register here.  Fill out the information and 

where it says enter code - enter exactly as shown 
CongAmHaYam21 

The dates of the classes are shown.  Click on all of them. They start at 5 
p.m.  You will be notified the day of the class by email, once you register. 

Love, Brenda 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

May:  Get in on All the Excitement Here at CAH!  
Here at CAH we offer an extensive set of ongoing, recurring events. In fact, there are often seven 
events each week! Some months we offer special items.  
 
Having regular opportunities to be together, to learn, to pray, to sing, to share has been very nurturing of 
all of us during this pandemic and has strengthened us as a community. We are proud of all these 
offerings and are grateful to all the event leaders. Thank you! Brenda sends out the link for the Zoom or 
YouTube link ahead of time, so that it will be towards the top of your Email inbox. Services are 
coordinated by Rabbi Sacks; all other events are coordinated by our Adult Education Vice President, 
Fran Lande. If you have questions about our non-service offerings or have suggestions for other events, 
please contact Fran. Please contact fblande@gmail.com 
 

EVENT LEADER DAY and TIME DATES 

Singing for Hope (via Zoom) Andrea Massion Sunday 5-5:35 p.m. May. 1, 15  

Discovering Conservative 
Judaism 
(via Zoom) 

Rabbi Sacks Mondays, 7-8:00 p.m. May.9, 16 

Scholar Stream–Roots of 
Conservative Judaism 
(Zoom) 

Distinguished 
Speakers 

Tuesdays, 5-6 p.m. 
Wednesdays 10 a.m. 

May. 3, 10, 
11, 17, 18, 
24, 25 

Torah Talks with Maayan 
(via Zoom) 

Rabbinic Intern 
Maayan Lev 

Wednesdays, 11 a.m.-Noon  May. 4, 11, 
18, 25 

Middot: Using Our Character 
Strengths through Tough 
Times (via Zoom) 

Fran Lande Thursdays, 7:00-7:45 p.m. May. 19,26 

Erev Shabbat (Friday night) 
services  

Rabbi Sacks, Student 
Rabbi Maayan 

Fridays, 8 p.m. at CAH and 
Streaming 

May. 6, 20 

Shabbat (Saturday) morning 
services  

Rabbi Sacks, Student 
Rabbi Maayan 

Saturdays 10a at CAH and 
Streaming  

May. 7, 21 

Ritual/Board Meeting (via 
Zoom) 

Neal Abramson 
Brenda Rich 

Sunday 10a/11a respectively on 
Zoom 

May. 15 

Significant Book Club Fran Lande Wednesday 7:00p. on Zoom  May. 11  

Conservative Jewish Life: 
Grounding Our Lives 

a Siyyum, a 
concluding ceremony 

Sunday 11:30 a.m. at CAH May. 22 
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Eva Lowe to Robert Lowe and Jeremy Lowe in Honor of the 

Redemption of the First Born 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Renee Becker IMO Esther Becker 
Elaine Hanig IMO Sam Hanig 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Linda & Bob Fleischmam in appreciation of Grounding Our Lives 
Speaker Series 

 
 
 
 

5/17 Steve Goch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tributes 

In Honor of Am HaYam 

Birthdays 

In Memory Of 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Fil Barton 
 

Bob Berman 
 

Alma Boronkay 
 

Steven Goch 
 

Steven Karash 
 

Fran Lande 
 

Eva Lowe 
 

Alan Michaels 
 

Sheila Myles 
 

Judye Newberger 
 

Lee Rothschild 
 

Dianne Ruthman 
 

Herb Stein 
 

Nancy Stein 
 

Get Well 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FRIDAY, MAY 6 & SATURDAY, MAY 7  
 

*Ervin Klein, Father of Judy Leventhal z"l  
Bertha Resnick, Mother of Ann Jacobs z"l  
*Louis Fenick, Step-Father of Elaine Hanig  

*Mae Schonfield, Step-Mother of Lois Lebman  
Irv Jacobs, Father of Marcie Hulbert  

*Irene Golden, Mother-in-Law, Alma Boronkay  
Russell Golden, Brother-in-Law. Alma Boronkay  

Sarah Goch, Late Wife of Steve Goch  
*Sol Wayne, Father of Ann Sperber z"l  

*Pauline Lebman, Mother-in-Law of Lois Lebmam  
*Sam Rich, Father-in-Law of Brenda Rich & Grandfather of Mark 

Rich  
 
 

FRIDAY MAY 20 & SATURDAY MAY 21  
 

*Bertha Gustafson, Mother-in-Law of Donna Gustafson  
*Kathleen Ann Kozak, Mother of Maurice Kozak  

*William Halpern, Father of Ken Halpern  
*Emma Voldansky, Mother of Miriam Mack 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
*Inscribed on our Memorial Wall 
 

 

 

YAHRZEIT 



 

 
 

From the CAH COVID Response Team 
 

CAH Protocols for Moving Back into Our Building    
(Revised, February 2022) 

 
Now that the Omicron surge has waned, we look forward to again having services live in 
our own CAH home. To do so, these are the protocols we will be following. We thank you 
in advance for helping make our synagogue space warm, welcoming, and safe for all. 
 

1. Everyone must be fully vaccinated to come to services and events held in our        

CAH home. Proof of vaccination should be shown the first time entering.      

2. Social distancing will be maintained. All rows can be utilized, but people not from 

the same residence should be separated by a few seats.   

        3. Wearing masks is optional (as all are fully vaccinated). 

4. For those who cannot attend services, we will continue live-streaming our 

services. 

5. Service will continue as we have been doing, with aliyot and honors from the 

front of the Sanctuary, and not from the bimah. 
 

 

Best Practices/Etiquette Upon Moving Back 
 
Not everyone is equally comfortable with touch at this time, whether it is a handshake, a 
hug, or a Shabbat shalom kiss. We can express our joy in seeing each other without 
these, but if it’s something any of us want to do, please ASK the person you are about to 
greet in a physical way first. Please do not take anyone’s “NO” as a rejection. Please 
support everyone in the comfort level in which they find themselves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

ORDERING MEMORIAL WALL PLAQUES AT CAH 
 

Jewish tradition sees memory as a sacred act, allowing us to be inspired by 
the good in a loved one’s life and live more fully in our own days. A yahrzeit 
plaque allows for a permanent remembrance of a loved one, ensuring that 
his or her name will be recalled in perpetuity in our congregation. It is very 
meaningful to see the memorial plaque of your loved one on the High Holy 
Days, especially at the Yom Kippur Yizkor (Remembrance) service, on the 
Shabbat close to the yahrzeit, and at other special moments (including 
Passover, Shavuot and Sukkot Yizkor services). 

Names on the plaque are automatically recalled publicly at the Shabbat 
prior to the yahrzeit at both our Friday night and Saturday morning 
services just before Mourner’s Kaddish. 

Ordering a plaque is a wonderful way to pay tribute to that special person or 
persons of blessed memory. 

The current cost of ordering a bronze plaque for the memorial wall is 
$360.00 per plaque. If you would like to order two plaques now, the cost 
will be $330.00 per name. For 3 or more plaques the cost is $300.00 per 
name. 

Thank you for considering doing this for your loved ones. Their lives will be 
remem- bered and an inspiration to many. 

Sincerely, 

Brenda Rich 
 



 

 
 
 
 

PLAQUE #1--Name of deceased:     
 

Relationship    
 

Hebrew Name (son/daughter of) and    
 

Date of death English Date of death Hebrew 
 
 
 

Before or after sundown    
********************************************************************************
***************************** 
PLAQUE #2--Name of deceased:     

 
Relationship    

 

Hebrew Name (son/daughter of) and    
 

Date of death English Date of death Hebrew 
 
 
 

Before or after sundown    
********************************************************************************
***************************** 
PLAQUE #3--Name of deceased:     

 
Relationship    

 
Hebrew Name (son/daughter of) and    

 
Date of death English Date of death Hebrew 

 
 
 

Before or after sundown    
 

If you have more than three plaques, please place information on additional sheets of paper. 

Please mail this form with your check for the amount in full to: 
Congregation Am HaYam; Attn: Brenda Rich; 4839 Market St. Unit C; Ventura, CA 93003 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Singing for Hope 
5p on Zoom 

 ScholarStream 
on Zoom 5p 
 

Torah Talks with 
Maayan 11a on 
Zoom 
 

 Erev Shabbat 
Services 8p at 
CAH 
 
Light Candles 
7:24p 
 

Shabbat 
Services 10a at 
CAH 
 
Shabbat end at 
8:23p 
 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

Mother’s Day 
 
IMO Ervin Klein 
 
IMO Bertha 
Resnick 

Rediscovering 
Conservative 
Judaism 7p on 
Zoom 
 
IMO Louis 
Fenick 
 
IMO Mae 
Schonfield 

ScholarStream 
on Zoom 5p 
 

ScholarStream 
on Zoom 10a 
 
Torah Talks with 
Maayan 11a on 
Zoom 
 
Significant 
Jewish Book 
Club 7p on 
Zoom 

IMO Irv Jacobs 
 
IMO Irene 
Golden 
 

Light Candles 
7:29p 
 

Shabbat end at 
8:29p 
 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

Ritual Meeting 
10a 
 
Board Meeting 
11a 
 
Singing for Hope 
5p on Zoom 

IMO Russell 
Golden 

ScholarStream 
on Zoom 5p 
 
IMO Sarah 
Goch 
 

ScholarStream 
on Zoom 10a 
 
Torah Talks with 
Maayan 11a on 
Zoom 
 
IMO Sol Wayne 

Middot 7p on 
Zoom 
 
IMO Pauline 
Lebman 
 
IMO Sam Rich 

Erev Shabbat 
Services 8p at 
CAH 
 
Light Candles 
7:34p 
 

Shabbat 
Services 10a at 
CAH 
 
Shabbat end at 
8:35p 
 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

Conservative 
Jewish Life: 
Grounding Our 
Lives 11:30a at 
CAH 

IMO Bertha 
Gustofson 

ScholarStream 
on Zoom 5p 
 

ScholarStream 
on Zoom 10a 
 
Torah Talks with 
Maayan 11a on 
Zoom 
 

Middot 7p on 
Zoom 
 
IMO Kathleen 
Ann Kozak 
 

Light Candles 
7:39p 
 

Shabbat end at 
8:40p 
 

29 30 31     

IMO William 
Halpern  

IMO Emma 
Voldansky 

     

 
 

May 2022 
Iyar 5782 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

          PAST PRESIDENTS 
 

Mort Resnick 
Arnie Fingerhut z’l 
Jerry Ruthman z'l 

Peter Shack z'l 
Brenda Rich 

 
OUR VOLUNTEERS 

 
Kiddushim - Brenda Rich 

Oneg Shabbat - Fil Barton 

Librarian - Donna Gustafson 

Tributes - Lois Lebman 

Purchasing - Ruth Resnick 

Yahrzeits - Bev Rosen 

Migdalor - Mark Rich 

Webmaster - Mark Rich 
 

 
 
Rabbi J.B. Sacks 
rabbijbsacks@gmail.com Phone # 323-387-0096 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
PRESIDENT Brenda Rich 
brenda.bashful16@gmail.com Phone # 805-469-
0268 
 
TREASURER-Lois Lebman 
 
SECRETARY- Donna Gustafson 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY-Ruth Resnick 

RITUAL VP- Neal Abramson  

ADULT EDUCATION VP-Fran Lande 
 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT-Brenda Rich 
 
DIRECTORS- Andrea Massion 

 Lee Rothschild 
 Mark Rich 

 

               
Please consider checking the box that allows you to 

cover the processing fees. 
 

Copy and paste link if needed 
https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=Y

SYYH8MKXVM92 
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