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The Passion in Compassion

As a member of the President's Commission on the Holocaust, Cantor Isaac Goodfriend’
joined his colleagues in a tour of a number of concentration camps and other sites.
During the tour he visited the Polish farmer who had hidden him and some members of
his family in a room on his farm during the Shoah (Holocaust).
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The farmer was practically illiterate, but he had felt it was his responsibility to save as
many people as he could.

' Born into a Chassidic family, Cantor Goodfriend was interned in a labor camp in Piotrkow, Poland while just 16-years old.

Escaping in 1944, he was then hid by the Polish farmer who is the hero of this piece. Cantor Goodfriend was the only
member of his family to survive the Shoah.



http://www.congregationamhayam.com/

The farmer set a table with bottles of beer and slices of ham.

The members of the Commission joked with the cantor and asked him how the farmer
could serve ham to a Jew. The cantor replied that perhaps the farmer did not, and maybe
even could not, understand Jews or Judaism, but that he certainly knew how to define
decency.

This is a remarkable insight which reminds us that decency is not a function of education
or talent but simply of character. Character can be nurtured, certainly, but it is not
elevated merely by reading a book or graduating from a school. It emerges from the
experience of life itself. It comes from the world of human relationships. It comes from
sensitivity to the pain and sufferings of people.

This anecdote also reminds us that decency and character are not the monopoly of any
creed or faith. One finds compassionate persons in every religion, in every society. They
emerge as they live up to the highest teachings of their respective faith cultures and their
respective environments. The potential for compassion is all around us and, more
importantly, within us.

We only need to muster the courage to express it.

Rabbi ] B. Sacks




Greetings: We had wonderful Purim services led by Rabbi and Maayan who were
decked out in fantastic costumes on both days. The music to our prayers lived up to
what was promised and a festive time was had by all. Wednesday night we sucked up
fruit and hamantaschen at the Oneg and Thursday we were back to a self-serve Kiddush.
Sorry if you missed being there in person or live streaming.

SO AM HAYAM FAMILY YOU CAN NOW RESUME PLANNING TO SPONSOR AN
ONEG OR KIDDUSH FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS. JUST CONTACT ME WHEN YOU
ARE READY.

| want to express my thanks to all the workers and participants that made our Mishloach
Manot fund raiser a success.

Please check out our website at www.congregationamhayam.com and read our April
Migdalor and our special Passover edition for all that is happening this month. There is
so much for you to get involved in.

Send in your reservations for our first night Seder on Friday, April 15th at 5:30 p.m. It’s
been over 2 years since we have been able to have a community Seder so bring your
family and friends and let us celebrate together. Thank you to Cheri DeKofsky and the
Jewish Federation of Ventura for helping to underwrite the cost of the Seder.

Check out the special Passover sessions that we will be having on Zoom. Check out and
register through Eventbrite for our program on April 6. And there is so much more.

Erev Yom HaShoah is on Wednesday, April 27 and Yom HaShoah is on Thursday, April
28. Services will be on Zoom at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, April 27 and at 10 a.m. on
Thursday, April 28. Yellow Yahrzeit candles will be available at all services in April. Just
come by and pick one up

As we celebrate joyous events let us not forget the multitude suffering in the Ukraine. Let
us continue to keep them in our prayers and let us try to do anything we can to help
them.

Shalom!! Chag Sameach!! Happy Passover!!
Brenda




Ways and Means News

MISHLOACH MANOT

2022

It was so wonderful having Purim at the shul. Hopefully you could enjoy services there or
at home. Thanks to Rabbi Sacks and Maayan Lev for the lively services. We also hope
you enjoyed your mishloach manot. While | look at this as a fun fundraiser, it still takes
volunteers and many hours to put it all together. Many thanks to Brenda Rich, Fran
Lande, Fil Barton, Mark Rich and Roz Resnick for all their efforts.

We are so grateful to all the people who make this a success. COVID has eliminated so
many fundraisers that we used to have during the year so it is very important that
projects like this continue to be a success. Our heartfelt thanks go to all of you who were
able to participate.

Bill Amplo & Bill Snellenberger Lois Lebman

Janice & Amnon Aharon-Ezer Miriam & Darryl Mack

Fil Barton Andrea Massion

Alma Boronkay Judye & Rick Newberger
Sydell & Bernie Bubman Ruth Resnick

Stephen Goch Roz & Mort Resnick

Marc Goldman Brenda Rich

Donna Gustafson Lee Rothschild

Ken Hailpern Rabbi JB & Steven Karash
Alan Kirschbaum Esther Taxon & Josh Lampel

Thanks again.

Ruth Resnick




Adult Education News

Special Passover Learning Series: “Women in the Passover Story”

In order to best prepare for Pesach this year, we will be offering a three-part series
“Women in the Passover Story.” Rabbi Avira in the Talmud? asserts: “By the merit of
righteous women who lived in that generation Israel was redeemed from Egypt.”

Rabbi Sacks will begin the series with “The Influence of Women on Moses'
Development.” Join Rabbi on Monday, April 4, 2022 at 7 PM on Zoom to explore how
Moses was strongly influenced by the women in his life. Click here for the link.

Fran Lande will continue with “Where are the Women in the Haggadah”? Join Fran on
Thursday, April 7, 2022 at 7 PM on Zoom to search for where women are found and
where they should be found. Click here for the link.

Maayan will complete the series with “Miriam Matters: Extending a Seat at the Table
to Women” Join Maayan on Wednesday, April 13, 2022 at 11 AM on Zoom to discuss
the importance of Miriam and the involvement of women in the Passover experience.
Click here for the link.

midwives groups in Egypt appearing before Pharaoh (right, painting by James Tissot, c. 1900.)

For more information, please contact Fran Lande, Adult Education Vice-President at
fblande@gmail.com

2 BT Sotah 11a.
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“Conservative Jewish Life: Grounding Our Lives”

THE POWER OF PEOPLEHOOD IN ENHANCING SPIRITUALITY

Due to Omicron COVID Surge, this event will be presented solely on Zoom. Link will be shared with
registrants prior to the event.

In this third of four events in the Grounding our Lives series, Congregation Am HaYam
has the honor of hosting the distinguished Rabbi, Joshua Hoffman, President of the
Southern California Board of Rabbis

Event is Free — Please Reqister Here for Zoom Link
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Rabbi Joshua Hoffman will speak on The Power of Peoplehood in Enhancing
Spirituality. This free event is sponsored by Congregation Am HaYam, and will take
place on Wednesday, April 6th at 7 p.m. via Zoom.

Register to attend here!

For the past 25 years Rabbi Hoffman has studied and practiced as a pulpit Rabbi in the
Southern California area. He proudly served Congregation Valley Beth Shalom in Encino
from 2003-2021.

Rabbi Hoffman states in his biography, ” My core beliefs in respecting the dignity of
every individual, celebrating the joys of life with tradition and wisdom, and planning for a
future with the loftiest visions of prosperity, healing and growth have guided my
successful service to the Los Angeles Jewish community and across the globe. | take
great pride in the thousands of individuals, couples and families | have had the privilege
to work with through every stage of life.”

In this talk, Rabbi Hoffman will speak about peoplehood in three ways:

On the smallest level, he will speak of our sense of peoplehood in belonging to a
movement (e.g. Conservative—but he won'’t be speaking about the Conservative
Movement specifically). What are the benefits of belonging to a movement? What is its



https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-power-of-peoplehood-in-enhancing-spirituality-tickets-295542123447

spiritual power? How do we relate to other Jewish movements or Jews who belong to no
movement?

On the next level, he will speak about belonging to a people. To what degree can we
really speak of Klal Yisrael, “the Jewish people”? Is it a thing, or is it mythic? When do we
tend to feel the spiritual power of belonging to a people. What are the benefits? What are
our responsibilities?

Finally, he will address our community’s sense of mandate to be Or LaGoyim, a “light
unto the nations.” How does peoplehood inform the way we relate to and interact with
other faith communities or people who profess no faith community? What kind of
expectations and hopes should we have in building these relationships and conceivably
forging a larger community of spiritual people? What are the benefits and what might be
the limits to interfaith cooperation?

You may learn more about Rabbi Joshua Hoffman by visiting his website

Regqgistration for the event is free though sign-ups are required.

Grounding Our Lives: Four Sessions on Who We Are — Upcoming Events

Session 4:
Conservative Judaism and the Power of CAH: Celebrating Ourselves

As Conservative Jews
Sunday, May 22nd at CAH

These programs are funded in part thanks to a grant from USCJ’s Pacific Southwest Region. We also
received a generous donation from the Joseph P. Reardon Funeral Home.
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Congregation Am HaYam

15t Night Passover Seder

Join us for a Community Seder that'’s just like being with family

Leave the cooking and cleaning to the pros.

We’'ll laugh, sing and eat.... laugh, sing and eat some more....and

Have a Seder you’ll be talking about next year.

Date: Friday April 15, 2022
Time 5:30 PM
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Name

Phone

Cost: $42.00 Per
person
Children $9.00
6 & under No charge

Volunteer Underwriters
Accepted

Checks Payable to CAH
Please remit to:

Congregation Am HaYam
4839 Market St, Unit C
Ventura CA 93003
Ph 805-644-2899

DUE BY APRIL 3RP

Py 80,8
ﬂ CONGREGATION
AM HAYAM

Adults #

Children #

Amount Enclosed $

OF VENTURA COUNTY

mi\ Jewish Federation

Event made possible by a grant from
Jewish Federation of Ventura County




Book Club News

UPCOMING SIGNIFIANT BOOK CLUB SESSIONS

The Finkler Question--May 11, 2022
The Finkler Question is a funny, furious, unflinching novel of friendship and loss,
exclusion and belonging, and the wisdom and humanity of maturity. Winner of the 2010

Man Booker Prize. (see cover, below left)

o Howard
Y  Jacobson

The Finkler
Question

The Match: Althea Gibson and a Portrait of a Friendship--June 29, 2022

The incredible story of two outsiders—Angela Buxton, an emerging champion who
happens to be Jewish, and Althea Gibson, the first black player to win Wimbledon—pair
up not only to form a winning team, but also an enduring friendship.

CongregationAmHaYam.com




SCHOLARSTREAM

A PARTNERSHIP OF THE CONSERVATIVE MOVEMENT

Series 6: The Power of the Prophets
Tuesdays, 5 PM PT
Register here

Sponsoring Synagogue Coupon Code: CongAmHaYam21
Enter this code in the “Event Fees” field of the registration form and click Apply” to sign
up for free.

Debate among the Prophets: Isaiah vs. Jeremiah
Tuesday April 5th at 5:00 PM PT

Teacher: Prof. Ben Sommer, JTS
Description: How did Isaiah and Jeremiah differ on their views of the Temple and Jerusalem? What
does their disagreement teach us about prophecy, and about Jewish tradition more generally?

“My Eyes are Finished by Tears” - Resilience and Lament
Tuesday April 12th at 5:00 PM

Teacher: Bex Stern Rosenblatt, Conservative Yeshiva
Description: How do we keep on going when the unthinkable happens? We will do a close reading of
selections from the Book of Lamentations to illuminate some of the possible answers to this question.

Hi: These classes are being offered to you free of charge but you must
register yourself. Double click on register here. Fill out the information and
where it says enter code - enter exactly as shown
CongAmHaYam21
The dates of the classes are shown. Click on all of them. They start at 5
p.m. You will be notified the day of the class by email, once you register.
Love, Brenda

April: Getin on All the Excitement Here at CAH!



https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/civicrm/event/register?id=1401&reset=1

Here at CAH we offer an extensive set of ongoing, recurring events. In fact, there are often seven
events each week! Some months we offer special items.

Having regular opportunities to be together, to learn, to pray, to sing, to share has been very nurturing of
all of us during this pandemic and has strengthened us as a community. We are proud of all these
offerings and are grateful to all the event leaders. Thank you! Brenda sends out the link for the Zoom or
YouTube link ahead of time, so that it will be towards the top of your Email inbox. Services are
coordinated by Rabbi Sacks; all other events are coordinated by our Adult Education Vice President,
Fran Lande. If you have questions about our non-service offerings or have suggestions for other events,
please contact Fran. Please contact fblande@gmail.com

Grounding Our Lives

Huffman

EVENT LEADER DAY and TIME DATES
Singing for Hope (via Zoom) | Andrea Massion Sunday 5-5:35 p.m. April. 3,10,
24

Discovering Conservative Rabbi Sacks Mondays, 7-8:00 p.m. April. 4%, 25

Judaism

(via Zoom)

Scholar Stream—-Roots of Distinguished Tuesdays, 5-6 p.m. April. 5,12,

Conservative Judaism Speakers

(Zoom)

Torah Talks with Maayan Rabbinic Intern Wednesdays, 11 a.m.-Noon April. 13*, 27

(via Zoom) Maayan Lev

Middot: Using Our Character | Fran Lande Thursdays, 7:00-7:45 p.m. April. 7*

Strengths through Tough

Times (via Zoom)

Erev Shabbat (Friday night) | Rabbi Sacks, Student | Fridays, 8 p.m. at CAH and April. 1

services Rabbi Maayan Streaming

Shabbat (Saturday) morning | Rabbi Sacks, Student | Saturdays 10a at CAH and April. 2,16

services Rabbi Maayan Streaming

Passover Seder Rabbi Sacks Friday 5:30 p.m. at CAH April. 15

Reservation Needed

Passover 7" and 8™ (Yizkor) | Rabbi Sacks, Student | Friday and Saturday 10a at CAH | April. 22, 23

morning Rabbi Maayan and Streaming

Ritual/Board Meeting (via Neal Abramson Sunday 6:30p./7:30p April. 10

Zoom) Brenda Rich respectively on Zoom

Yom HaShoah Rabbi Sacks, Student | Wednesday 7:00p. on Zoom April. 27
Rabbi Maayan Thursday 10:00a on Zoom April. 28

Conservative Jewish Life: Rabbi Joshua Wednesday 7p on Zoom April. 6

*Passover Themed
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Rabbi Sacks, the Board of Directors and
the Congregation extend our deepest sympathies
to Andrea Massion on the passing of her sister, Lisa
Massion. May her memory be for a blessing.

Ruth Resnick to Andrea Massion in memory of your dear sister

Eva Lowe IMO Helga Weber

4/7 Evan Karash
4/8 Lois Lebman




Fil Barton
Alma Boronkay
Steven Karash

Eva Lowe

Sheila Myles

Lee Rothschild

Bob Berman
Steven Goch
Fran Lande
Alan Michaels
Judye Newberger

Dianne Ruthman

Herb Stein Nancy Stein
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FRIDAY, APRIL 1 AND SATURDAY, APRIL 2

Jerry Ruthman, Husband of Dianne Ruthman
Ruth Goch, Mother of Steve Goch
*George Kunstadt, Husband of Hilda Kunstadt z"|
Jerry Cordova, Father of Teresa Cordova
*Morris Rosenthal, Father of Aima Boronkay
*Rosalie Lee Gustafson, First Wife of Henry Gustafson
Max Jacobs, Father of Irwin Jacobs Z"|

FRIDAY, APRIL 15 AND SATURDAY, APRIL 16

Leonard Rosenthal, Son of Lee Rothschild
Celia Jacobs, Mother of Irv Jacobs Z"|
*Sam Hanig, Father-in-Law of Elaine Hanig
*Regina Margolis, Mother-in-Law of Judy Margolis

*Inscribed on our Memorial Wall




From the CAH COVID Response Team

CAH Protocols for Moving Back into Our Building
(Revised, February 2022)

Now that the Omicron surge has waned, we look forward to again having services live in
our own CAH home. To do so, these are the protocols we will be following. We thank you
in advance for helping make our synagogue space warm, welcoming, and safe for all.
1. Everyone must be fully vaccinated to come to services and events held in our
CAH home. Proof of vaccination should be shown the first time entering.
2. Social distancing will be maintained. All rows can be utilized, but people not from
the same residence should be separated by a few seats.
3. Wearing masks is optional (as all are fully vaccinated).
4. For those who cannot attend services, we will continue live-streaming our
services.

5. Service will continue as we have been doing, with aliyot and honors from the

front of the Sanctuary, and not from the bimah.

Best Practices/Etiquette Upon Moving Back

Not everyone is equally comfortable with touch at this time, whether it is a handshake, a
hug, or a Shabbat shalom kiss. We can express our joy in seeing each other without
these, but if it's something any of us want to do, please ASK the person you are about to
greet in a physical way first. Please do not take anyone’s “NO” as a rejection. Please
support everyone in the comfort level in which they find themselves.




ORDERING MEMORIAL WALL PLAQUES AT CAH

Jewish tradition sees memory as a sacred act, allowing us to be inspired by
the good in a loved one’s life and live more fully in our own days. A yahrzeit
plaque allows for a permanent remembrance of a loved one, ensuring that
his or her name will be recalledin perpetuity in our congregation. It is very
meaningful to see the memorial plaque of your loved one on the High Holy
Days, especially at the Yom Kippur Yizkor (Remembrance) service, on the
Shabbat close to the yahrzeit, and at other special moments (including
Passover, Shavuot and Sukkot Yizkor services).

Names on the plaque are automatically recalled publicly at the Shabbat
prior to the yahrzeit at both our Friday night and Saturday morning
services just before Mourner’'sKaddish.

Ordering a plaque is a wonderful way to pay tribute to that special person or
persons ofblessed memory.

The current cost of ordering a bronze plaque for the memorial wall is
$360.00 per plaque. If you would like to order two plaques now, the cost
will be $330.00 per name.For 3 or more plaques the cost is $300.00 per
name.

Thank you for considering doing this for your loved ones. Their lives will be
remem-bered and an inspiration to many.

Sincerely,
Brenda Rich




PLAQUE #1-Name of deceased:

Relationship
Hebrew Name (son/daughter of) and
Date of death English Date of death Hebrew

Before or after sundown
ER e e b L e S b b b e L i b b b b L L b b i b b e b b L e i b b e b b b b b e e e b e b b b e b e b e e b b e b e b i i L

RO i e e S S e S AR A e e S R IR e e S

PLAQUE #2-Name of deceased:

Relationship
Hebrew Name (son/daughter of) and
Date of death English Date of death Hebrew

Before or after sundown
ko b S S b i b b i i L b S b S i L b L L i i L L b b i i i e L L b b b i b o e o L b b i b e e i b e e i b e b b b e b e b b b b b e b e e

R e e S b b i b e S e R S R A e b S

PLAQUE #3-Name of deceased:

Relationship
Hebrew Name (son/daughter of) and
Date of death English Date of death Hebrew

Before or after sundown

If you have more than three plaques, please place information on additional sheets of paper.

Please mail this form with your check for the amount in full to:
Congregation Am HaYam; Attn: Brenda Rich; 4839 Market St. Unit C; Ventura, CA 93003




1 2

3

Singing for Hope
5p on Zoom

10

Ritual Meeting
6:30p (via Zoom)

Board Meeting
7:30p (via Zoom)

Singing for Hope
5p on Zoom

17
IMO Leonard
Rosenthal

24
Singing for Hope
5p on Zoom

Rediscovering
Conservative
Judaism
(Passover) 7p
on Zoom

11

18

25

Rediscovering
Conservative
Judaism 7p on
Zoom

5
ScholarStream
Series 6 on
Zoom at 5p
12
ScholarStream
Series 6 on
Zoom at 5p
19
26

Conservative
Jewish Live
w/Rabbi Joshua
Huffman 7p on
Zoom
(Registration
needed)

13

Torah Talks
(Passover) with
Maayan 11a on
Zoom

IMO Rosalie Lee
Gustafson

20

27

Torah Talks with
Maayan 11a on
Zoom

Erev Yom
HaShoah 7p on
Zoom

Middot
(Passover) 7p
on Zoom

IMO Jerry
Ruthman

IMO Ruth Goch

14
IMO Max
Jacobs

21
Light Holiday

Candles 7:12p

28

Yom HaShoah
10a on Zoom

IMO Sam Hanig

Erev Shabbat
7p at CAH

Light Candles
6:56p

Light Candles
7:02p

IMO George
Kunstadt

IMO Jerry
Cordova

15

Passover Seder
5:30p at CAH
(Reservations
Needed)

Light Candles
7:07p

22

Passover
Services 10a at
CAH

Light Candles
7:13p

IMO Celia
Jacobs

29

Light Candles
7:18p

Shabbat
Services 10a at
CAH

Shabbat end at
7:53p

9

Shabbat end at
7:59p

IMO Morris
Rothenthal

16

Passover
Shabbat
Services 10a at
CAH

Light Holiday
Candles 8:04p

23

Passover
Shabbat
Services
w/Yizkor 10a at
CAH

Shabbat/Holiday
end at 8:11p

30

Shabbat end at
8:17p
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Please consider checking the box that allows you to
cover the processing fees.

Copy and paste link if needed
https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted button id=Y
SYYH8MKXVM92

PAST PRESIDENTS

Mort Resnick
Arnie Fingerhut 'l
Jerry Ruthman Z'l

Peter Shack 7'l

Brenda Rich

OUR VOLUNTEERS

Kiddushim - Brenda Rich
Oneg Shabbat - Fil Barton
Librarian - Donna Gustafson

Tributes - Lois Lebman
Purchasing - Ruth Resnick
Yahrzeits - Bev Rosen
Migdalor - Mark Rich

Webmaster - Mark Rich

Rabbi J.B. Sacks
rabbijbsacks@gmail.com Phone # 323-387-0096

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT Brenda Rich
brenda.bashfull6@gmail.comPhone # 805-469-
0268

TREASURER-Lois Lebman

SECRETARY- Donna Gustafson

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY-Ruth Resnick

RITUAL VP- Neal Abramson

ADULT EDUCATION VP-Fran Lande
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT-Brenda Rich
DIRECTORS- Andrea Massion

Lee Rothschild
Mark Rich



mailto:rabbijbsacks@gmail.com
mailto:brenda.bashful16@gmail.com
https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=YSYYH8MKXVM92
https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=YSYYH8MKXVM92
https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=YSYYH8MKXVM92

	From The Rabbi’s Study – April 2022
	THE POWER OF PEOPLEHOOD IN ENHANCING SPIRITUALITY
	The Match: Althea Gibson and a Portrait of a Friendship--June 29, 2022
	ORDERING MEMORIAL WALL PLAQUES AT CAH


