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From the Rabbi’s Study 

Cleaning Our Temple from the Idols We Worship 
 

 
Two seasoned sailors heard the chaplain preach on the Ten Commandments. When 
the sermon was over, one sailor muttered to his friend, “Well, at least I never made any 
graven images.” 
 
That sailor, like most of us, looked upon the worship of idols as an ancient practice, 
characteristic of primitive people. Yes, the Bible reports many stories about such idols. 
And our holiday of Hanukkah, in part, celebrates the rededication of the Holy Temple in 
Jerusalem, after cleansing it of the accoutrements of idol worship there. Yet we all 
presume that idol worship, at least in the Western world, is literally ancient history. 
Indeed, the second commandment has been called “the obsolete commandment.” But 
is it? Has idolatry really disappeared in our day? Not according to some of the most 
perceptive observers. Indeed, the great twentieth-century philosopher Will Herberg 
wrote that “contemporary life is idolatry-ridden to an appalling degree.” 
 
In many of the cults that have proliferated in our time, idolatry has appeared in the 
blind, submissive worship of the guru, the infallible leader, the one who has gained the 
power to get one’s followers to believe all and do all. 
 
In his important book, Crazy for God, Christopher Edwards, a one-time Moonie, 
provides a glimpse into the nightmare of cult life and, in the process, reveals its 
idolatrous character. He shows us the Moonies swaying back and forth around a 
picture of the Reverend Moon, bowing down on command before the portrait, and 
praying to him as “our new Messiah, the Creator and giver of true life...Father, we 
pledge our lives to you, our hearts, our souls!” 
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We human beings, it appears, are born believers. Believing is as natural to us as 
breathing. And nature abhors a spiritual vacuum. When we stop believing in G!d we do 
not believe in nothing. We believe in anything. When G!d departs, the little gods come 
rushing in and, in Robert Browning’s words, “some dark spirit sitteth in His seat.” 
 
The brutal madness called Nazism dethroned G!d and replaced G!d with a malicious 
idol. This grace was recited by small children in Nazi Germany: “Fuhrer, my Fuhrer, 
sent to me from G!d, protect and maintain me throughout my life. Thou who hast saved 
Germany from deepest need, I thank thee for my daily bread. Remain at my side, and 
never leave me, Fuhrer, my Fuhrer, my faith, my light. Heil, my Fuhrer.” 
 
In our own day, we can all find plenty of examples that seem parallel or analogous to 
these examples. Yet I wish to probe further. 
 
The word worship is derived from an old English word meaning “worth.” That which 
assumes supreme worth in our eyes, that is what we worship, that becomes our G!d. 
Understood in this light, it is not only cultists and Nazis who are idolaters. 
 
We can and do make graven images of power, status, or wealth. On their altars we 
bring supreme sacrifices. To obtain them we often surrender our honor, compromise 
our character, neglect our families, destroy our health. 
 
A recent cartoon shows two aristocratic-looking gentlemen sitting in heavily 
upholstered chairs. One moans to another, “It was terrible! I dreamed the dollar was no 
longer worth worshipping!” 
 
It is only when we understand the powerful appeal of idolatry that we appreciate the 
Maccabean victory, not only or even primarily, against the Syrian Greek armies. The 
more insidious enemy was the dark side of hellenism, which promotes mindless 
obeisance and its concomitant relinquishing of precious values. We can now 
appreciate why a Jew is expected to repeat morning and evening, every day of one’s 
life, Sh’ma Yisrael, A-d-nai E-l-heinu, A-d-nai echad; “Hear O Israel, HaShem is our 
G!d, HaShem alone.” 
 
Whatever our conception of G!d, it is G!d alone that is to be worshipped. To G!d alone 
we are to dedicate all that we are and all that we possess. 
 
A shoe manufacturer condensed this whole philosophy of life in a small sign that sat on 
his desk, “God first; shoes second.” 
 
Let us reprioritize our priorities to ensure that we, like the Maccabees, eliminate the 
idols we erect in our very own Temples. In so doing, the miracles of Hanukkah will 
become ours. 
 
      Rabbi J.B. Sacks 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Dear CAH Family, 
 
December is here! It’s crazy to think that Chanukah has already started. It began in 
November. When you remove Chanukah from the equation, for many of us, December 
is simply the last month of the secular calendar year. With no unique Jewish 
celebrations remaining in 2021, our thoughts shift towards 2022.  
 
What will the coming year have to offer? Surely we asked ourselves this question quite 
recently, for Rosh Hashanah. But we often have to ask ourselves such questions twice 
a year, once as Jews, and once as Americans.  
 
2020 was the year defined by COVID. 2021 was the year we were supposed to 
recover from COVID. The recovery is not as complete as we wanted, so perhaps 2022 
will be the year we truly recover. But that is not the mindset that we need. 
While we all hope for a return to normalcy, as Jews, we must ask ourselves, what can 
we do this year to make a difference? And in all honesty, the best answers are not 
even necessarily COVID-specific.  
 
We always ask ourselves, “How will this year be different?” Really, our bread and 
butter should be more of the same. Our principles have not changed. What are the 
most important things in life? 
 
Protecting and caring for our loved ones. Respecting the stranger. Being honest in 
business. Reminding people that they are appreciated. Not harming others. Staying in 
our lane, while still finding the time to give ourselves the love and self-care that we 
need. Giving to charity. Bettering the world one step at a time. These, and many 
others, are not unique. The details might change, but our values do not. 
 
Though the goals I just listed are consistent with Jewish values, I did not use any 
Jewish quotes to support my case, though I certainly could have. Being a good Jew in 
2022 starts with being a good public citizen in general. 
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Judaism and secular culture definitely overlap in many places. So when the ball drops 
at midnight on December 31st, we can still say Shehechianu. We have reached the 
beginning of a new year, a momentous occasion. But unlike on the High Holy Days, 
where we renew our vows to be better than we were before, let us mark this new 
occasion, the year of 2022, by returning to the same formula we have used in the past 
year. Let the dominoes fall where they will. We’ll be ready. Ready to do good, as we 
always do. 
 
 
 
Keep calm, and carry on.   
-Maayan 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Greetings:   
 
I hope you all had a Happy Thanksgiving and made note of all the things you should be 
thankful for. 
 
December is now here and with it comes Hanukkah. This year Hanukkah started on  
November 28th and December 1st is the 4th night of Hanukkah. 
 
On the 5th night of Hanukkah, Thursday, November 2nd at 7 p.m., Fran Lande will be 
presenting her Middot session on Zoom.  At the beginning of this session, a Chanukiah 
will be lit with 5 candles.  If you have one available and can light it safely where you 
are, please bring it with you and we will light them together and say the blessings. 
 
Our Erev Shabbat Services at 8 p.m. on Friday, December 3 will be held at our home 
on Market Street and streamed.  Our Shabbat Services on Saturday, December 4 at 
10 A.M. will also be held at our home and streamed. 
 
On December 4, we are having a special Hanukkah Kiddush and even though there is 
no charge, we MUST HAVE YOUR RESERVATION so that there is enough food.  
Please email Brenda, Brenda.bashful16@gmail.com, TODAY, with your reservation. 
 
On Wednesday, December 15 at 7 P.M., the Significant book club, will be discussing A 
Fine Romance, by David Lehman, and led by Fran Lande.  Come join in the 
exploration of this fascinating book.  You do not need to have read the book to attend. 
 
There will be no classes the week of December 26th.  Time for winter break. 
 
Hanukkah is known as the festival of lights.  Let us not spread the joy of lights during 
these 8 nights but every night of our lives.  There is much to be joyous about, let’s not 
keep it to ourselves but spread it out to the world.  It’s meaning is also dedication.  So 
make sure we dedicate ourselves to bring peace, understanding and acceptance to 
and for all 
 
Chag Sameach!! 
 
Shalom,  
Brenda 
 

 

Message From   Brenda Rich 
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CELEBRATING    $ 28.68 
 
Crank up the music and get out the cake and ice cream.  CAH has hit a 
milestone.  This week CAH has received over $ 1,000 in recycling in just 7 
½ years.  Thanks to a handful of CAH members and a few nonmembers, 
CAH has received $ 1,021.14 in recycled water bottles and soda cans. 
 
If you are new to recycling, just realize most cans are not recyclable.  Soup, 
tuna, pet food, beans and these type cans have no CA logo noted on label 
or lid.  Most soda cans do.  Most of your water bottles, large and small are 
recyclable.  Just look for the CA logo noting it can be recycled.  I am unable 
to recycle glass so please continue to put clean glass bottles along with 
paper in your blue trash bin. 
 
It is so easy.  If you are throwing out water bottles and soda cans, please, 
please grab a convenient 13 or 33 gallon bag and start throwing them in the 
bag.  When you have one or two bags and you want them out of your way, 
you can bring them to CAH or call me and I will happily pick them up. 
 
Without spending one cent, you can help your community and bring needed 
income to CAH.  Please call me if you have any questions.  Thanks so 
much. 
 
Ruth Resnick 
805-984-3560 
 

  



 

Grounding Our Lives: Four Sessions on Who We Are – 
Session One 

 
January 10, 3-5 PM at Congregation Am HaYam 

 
The Power of Music in Enhancing Spirituality with Cantor Mike Stein. 

 
Mike Stein is a world renowned performer, composer, producer, and recording 
artist.  He also serves as the cantor at Temple Aliyah in Woodland Hills, California 
This is the first of four events in the Grounding our Lives series. Join us as we focus 
on Conservative Judaism and the Power of Music in Enhancing Spirituality. 
The event is open to the public and will be a joyful experience for all, regardless of your 
religious or spiritual inclinations!  
 
 

 
 
 

At Congregation Am HaYam and via YouTube 
 

Learn more and Register 
 

 
  

https://congregationamhayam.com/jewish-life/special-events/the-power-of-music-in-enhancing-spirituality-mike-stein/
https://congregationamhayam.com/jewish-life/special-events/the-power-of-music-in-enhancing-spirituality-mike-stein/


 

Grounding Our Lives: Four Sessions on Who We Are – 
Upcoming Events 

Details Coming Soon 
Session 2: 
Conservative Judaism and the Power of Synagogue: Membership and 
Minyan 
February-March: Date TBA 
  
Session 3: 
Conservative Judaism and the Power of Belonging to Our Movement 
March-April:  Date TBA 
  
Session 4: 
Conservative Judaism and the Power of CAH: Celebrating Ourselves 
As Conservative Jews 
May-June: Date TBA  

All Events will include: 
Guest Speakers 

Food 
Learning 
Singing 

Celebration 
 

At Congregation Am HaYam and via YouTube 

Sponsored in part by a grant from the Pacific Southwest Region of the 
United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
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Jewish Book Club News 

 
SIGNIFICANT JEWISH BOOK CLUB BEGINS NEW SEASON 

Four Wednesday evenings, 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 
 

On Wednesday, December 15, 2021, at 7 p.m. we will begin this year’s series of Significant Book Club 
discussions with A Fine Romance by David Lehman. A Fine Romance looks at the formation of the Great 
American songbook—the timeless numbers that became jazz standards, iconic love songs, and soundtracks to 
famous movies—a songbook written almost exclusively by Jews. Come join the exploration of this entertaining 
and historical topic that will include discussion, video, song clips and more. You do not have to read the 
book to attend.   
 
Please look for the email with the Zoom link. 
 
The book can be purchased at Amazon.com, of course, using CAH’s Amazon Smile.  
 

 
 

                 

 

Conservative Judaism: The New Century—February 9, 2022 
A dynamic account of the creation and evolution of the Conservative movement over the last 100 years. The 
concerns, changes, and the achievements of the Conservative belief and the practice since the turn of the century, 
and how the movement is confronting today’s most challenging issues (See cover below) 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
The Finkler Question--May 11, 2022 
The Finkler Question is a funny, furious, unflinching novel of friendship and loss, exclusion and belonging, and the 
wisdom and humanity of maturity. Winner of the 2010 Man Booker Prize. (see cover, below left) 
 

 
 
 

The Match: Athea Gibson and a Portrait of a Friendship—June 29, 2022 
The incredible story of two outsiders―Angela Buxton, an emerging champion who happens to be Jewish, and 
Althea Gibson, the first black player to win Wimbledon―pair up not only to form a winning team, but also an 
enduring friendship. (see cover, above right) 
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Tuesdays, 5 PM PT  
Register here 

 

Sponsoring Synagogue Coupon Code: CongAmHaYam21 
Enter this code in the “Event Fees” field of the registration form and click Apply” to sign up 

for free. 
 
 

Conservative Judaism: Origins, History, Assets and Opportunities 
Tuesday, December 7th at 5:00 PM PT  
 
Teacher: Chancellor Shuly Rubin Schwartz, JTS 
Description: Conservative Judaism provided a compelling vision for a Judaism—traditional in orientation 
and embracing of evolutionary change—that captured the hearts and minds of so many twentieth century 
American Jews. What were its origins? Why/how did JTS serve as its incubator and disseminator? And why 
am I convinced that Conservative Judaism is well poised to meet the religious needs of North American 
Jews in the current moment? 
 
 
The Theological Grounding of Conservative Judaism  
Tuesday, December 14th at 5:00 PM 
 
Teacher: Rabbi Elliot Dorff, Ziegler 
Description: Historical and sociological factors played important roles in the creation of the Conservative 
movement in both Germany and the United States. This session will focus on the theological commitments 
that created the movement and still ground its approach to text study, law, Israel, and God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/civicrm/event/register?id=1401&reset=1


 

 
 
 
The Torah of Conservative Judaism  
Tuesday, December 21st at 5:00 PM  
 
Teacher: Rabbi Gordon Tucker, JTS  
Description: From its inception, Conservative Judaism has stood for a particular way of approaching, 
studying, and even defining Torah. The energizing encounter between the academic and the religiously 
committed has characterized The Jewish Theological Seminary, the Conservative Movement’s flagship 
institution, since its founding. In this session, we will consider the notable contributions to this special 
culture of Torah made by some of the significant figures in the history of JTS and our Movement. 
 
 
Hi:  These classes are being offered to you free of charge but you must register 

yourself.  Double click on register here.  Fill out the information and where it 
says enter code - enter exactly as shown 

CongAmHaYam21 
The dates of the classes are shown.  Click on all of them. They start at 10 

a.m.  You will be notified the day of the class by email, once you register. Love, 
Brenda 
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December:  Get in on All the Excitement Here at CAH!  

 
Here at CAH we offer an extensive set of ongoing, recurring events. In fact, there are often seven events 
each week! Some months we offer special items.  
 
Having regular opportunities to be together, to learn, to pray, to sing, to share has been very nurturing of 
all of us during this pandemic and has strengthened us as a community. We are proud of all these 
offerings and are grateful to all the event leaders. Thank you! Brenda sends out the link for the Zoom or 
YouTube link ahead of time, so that it will be towards the top of your Email inbox. Services are coordinated 
by Rabbi Sacks; all other events are coordinated by our Adult Education Vice President, Fran Lande. If 
you have questions about our non-service offerings or have suggestions for other events, please contact 
Fran. Please contact fblande@gmail.com 
 
 

EVENT LEADER DAY and TIME DATES 

Singing for Hope (via Zoom) Andrea Massion Sunday 5-5:35 p.m. Dec. 5, 12, 
19 

Discovering Conservative Judaism 
(via Zoom) 

Rabbi Sacks Mondays, 7-8:00 p.m. Dec. 6, 13, 
20 

Scholar Stream–Roots of Conservative 
Judaism 
(via Zoom) 

Distinguished Speakers Tuesdays, 5-6 p.m. Dec. 7, 14, 
21 

Torah Talks (via Zoom) Rabbinic Intern Maayan 
Lev 

Wednesdays, 11 a.m.-
Noon  

Dec. 1, 8, 
15, 22 

Middot: Using Our Character Strengths 
through Tough Times (via Zoom) 

Fran Lande Thursdays, 7:00-7:45 
p.m. 

Dec. 2, 9, 
16, 23 

Erev Shabbat (Friday night) services (in 
our sanctuary and via YouTube) 

Rabbi Sacks, Student 
Rabbi Maayan 

 Fridays, 8 p.m. Dec. 3, 17 

Shabbat (Saturday) morning services (in 
our sanctuary and via YouTube) 

Rabbi Sacks, Student 
Rabbi Maayan 

Saturdays,  10:00 a.m. Dec. 4, 18 

Ritual Meeting (via Zoom) Neal Abramson (Ritual 
Chair) 

Sunday 10 a.m. Dec. 19 

Board Meeting (via Zoom) Brenda Rich (President) Sunday, 11 a.m. Dec. 19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:fblande@gmail.com


 

Hanukkah 5782/2021 at Congregation Am HaYam 
 
Eight Nights of Hanukkah--and lots of opportunities to celebrate with your CAH family! All of our classes 
during Hanukkah will be presented with a view toward Hanukkah. And, of course, our Shabbat services 
during Hanukkah will be filled with the aura and joy of Hanukkah: Hanukkah songs, lore, learning, 
readings, and more! 
 
See it all on the chart below! You can print this off and place it on your refrigerator or add the dates you 
plan to join us on your personal calendar. In any event, we look forward to celebrating Hanukkah with you! 
 
 
Wednesday, Dec. 1 
(via Zoom) 
11 a.m.-12 noon 

Torah Talks with 
Maayan 
(with Student 
Rabbi Maayan 
Lev) 

Third Day of Hanukkah: 
Learning and discussion of special Hanukkah material! 

Thursday, December 2 
(via Zoom) 
7-8 p.m. 

Using Our 
Character 
Strengths/Middot 
Class 
(with Fran Lande) 

Fifth Night of Hanukkah: 
Hanukkah Community Candle Lighting 
Connecting of middot (character strengths) to Hanukkah!  

Friday, December 3 
(both at our CAH home 
and via YouTube) 
8 p.m. 

Shabbat Hanukkah 
services 
(led by Rabbi 
Sacks and Student 
Rabbi Maayan 
Lev) 

Sixth Night of Hanukkah: 
Services for Shabbat, including Hanukkah songs and 
special readings, followed by a Oneg with Hanukkah 
treats  

Saturday, December 4 
(both at our CAH home 
and via YouTube) 
10 a.m.  

Shabbat Hanukkah 
services 
(led by Rabbi 
Sacks and Student 
Rabbi Maayan 
Lev) 

Sixth Morning of Hanukkah: 
Eid al-B’nat/Chag HaBanot celebration of the women 
heroes of Hanukkah and at CAH! 
Services for Shabbat, including Hanukkah songs, special 
readings, and discussion, followed by a Kiddush 
luncheon, including latkes/potato pancakes! (reservations 
necessary by Emailing Brenda by December 2. Get more 
info from our website!)  

Sunday, December 5 
(via Zoom) 5-6 p.m. 

Singalong for 
Hope 
(with Andrea 
Massion) 

Eighth Evening of Hanukkah: 
Hanukkah Community Candle Lighting 
An evening devoted to Hanukkah songs! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Eva Lowe to Robert & Sylvia Lowe in honor of their Anniversary  
Mort Resnick from Bill Ampolo and Bill Snellenberger sending him a 

Refuah Sh’laymah  
 
 
 
 

Mark Kupperman IMO Rose Kupperman 
Miriam Mack IMO David Kadansky 

Ruth Resnick IMO Sally Resnick 
 
 
 
 

12/3  Neill Fingerhut 
12/22  Kathy Goch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12/16  Arlene & Jerry Davis 

Tributes 
 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

In Memory Of 



 
 

 
 

  

Jody Jaffe Lee Rothschild 

Sheila Myles Fil Barton 

Nancy Stein Fran Bagdad 

Judye Newberger Alberto Mansicoff 

Eva Lowe Steve Goch 

Fran Lande Herb Stein 

Roger Schwarz Diane Ruthman 

Ruth Sitzer Janet Sherman 

Mort Resnick Steven Karash 

Sue Rauhut Jonathan Sacks 

Danny Zuckerman Jackie Shack 

  

Get Well 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3 
 

Farha Perez, Aunt of Fil Barton 
*Abraham Israel "Sol" Kozuch, Father of Maurice Kozak 

*Sol Kupperman, Father of Mark Kupperman 
 
 
 

FRIDAY, DEC 17 
 

Regina Spunt Hacker, Mother of Fil Barton 
Leonard Spunt, Uncle of Fil Barton 

Leah and Benjamin Dennis, Parents of Renee Becker 
*Benjamin Golden, Father-in-Law of Alma Boronkay Golden 

*Irving Prilook, Father of Elaine Hanig 
*Ida Kaufman, Mother of Murray Kaufman z”l 
*Tillie Kerbel, Mother of Bunny Kaufman z”l 

*Sherri T. Lebman Horwitz, Daughter of Lois Lebman 
*Dorothy Vivian Kadansky, Mother of Miriam Mack 

Rozelyn Matlin, Mother of Myra Matlin 
Rose Matlin, Grandmother of Myra Matlin 

Albert Zeller, Father of Sheila Myles 
*Milt Rothschild, Husband of Lee Rothschild 

 
 
 
 
 
*Inscribed on our Memorial Wall 
 
 
 

 

YAHRZEIT 



 
 

CAH Protocols for Moving Back into Our Building 

We all look forward to again having services live in our own CAH home. To do so, these are the protocols 
we will be following. These will be reviewed regularly, and modifications will be implemented as new 
information warrants. We thank you in advance for helping make our synagogue space warm, welcoming, 
and safe for all. 

 
 

 
1. Everyone will present their vaccination card. Someone will be at the door to check people’s cards. We 

will keep a record, so that no one will need to show it after the initial time. 
 
 

2. Hand sanitizers will be available in at least two locations. Sanitizing wipes will be available to wipe books, 
the bimah, etc., as need arises. 

 
 

3. Social distancing will be maintained. To help with this, some seats will be marked with a sign indicating 
that it is not for sitting. Only people living in the same residence can sit next to one another. 

 
 

4. Wearing masks is required, except while eating. 
 
 

5. For refreshments (meals, Kiddushim, and Oneg Shabbat’s) seating will be four to a table. We will be 
distributing individually wrapped plastic silverware (as you might get with takeout from a restaurant). Only 
the volunteer servers will handle the serving utensils; they will wear gloves and distribute the plates to each 
person. 

 
 

6. Except where explicitly announced and promoted, refreshments, Oneg’s, and Kiddushim, will be minimal. 
 
 

7. Before each service, the sanctuary and eating areas will be wiped, using a sanitizing wipe. 
 
 

8. We will have the Wifi up and running, and we will be using it for ALL services in our CAH home, so that 
people who cannot come, or who do not yet feel comfortable coming, or who should not come--can still 
attend services. 

 
 

Best Practices/Etiquette Upon Moving Back 

Not everyone is equally comfortable with touch at this time, whether it is a handshake, a hug, or a Shabbat 
shalom kiss. We can express our joy in seeing each other without these, but if it’s something any of us want 
to do, please ASK the person you are about to greet in a physical way first. Please do not take anyone’s “NO” 
as a rejection. Please support everyone in the comfort level in which they find themselves. 

continued 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CAH Service/T’fillot Protocol Upon Return to Our CAH Home 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Services will be reduced for now. One hour service maximum on Friday nights, and 1½ 
service maximum on Saturday mornings. 

 
 

2. Services will be conducted with our Sim Shalom prayer books, but not with our 
handouts. 

 
 

3. The Torah will be removed from the Ark, but with no procession around the Sanctuary. 
Only one Sefer Torah will be removed from the Ark, with seven aliyot, done with the 
honoree rising at their seat (and not approaching the bimah). We will have no maftir 
reading. The Gabbayim will be at a table in front of the bimah (on the main Sanctuary 
floor). 

 

4. Those who own a tallit and kippah/yarmulke should bring their own tallit. Those who 
do not should take a tallit and/or kippah from the Synagogue and use that same tallit 
and same kippah until further notice. 

 

5. Consultations with the Rabbi will take place in the Library. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 ORDERING MEMORIAL WALL PLAQUES AT CAH  
 

Jewish tradition sees memory as a sacred act, allowing us to be inspired by the 
good in a loved one’s life and live more fully in our own days. A yahrzeit plaque 
allows for a permanent remembrance of a loved one, ensuring that his or her 
name will be recalled in perpetuity in our congregation. It is very meaningful to 
see the memorial plaque of your loved one on the High Holy Days, especially at 
the Yom Kippur Yizkor (Remembrance) service, on the Shabbat close to the 
yahrzeit, and at other special moments (including Passover, Shavuot and 
Sukkot Yizkor services). 

Names on the plaque are automatically recalled publicly at the Shabbat prior 
to the yahrzeit at both our Friday night and Saturday morning services just 
before Mourner’s Kaddish. 

Ordering a plaque is a wonderful way to pay tribute to that special person or 
persons of blessed memory. 

The current cost of ordering a bronze plaque for the memorial wall is $360.00 
per plaque. If you would like to order two plaques now, the cost will be 
$330.00 per name. For 3 or more plaques the cost is $300.00 per name. 

Thank you for considering doing this for your loved ones. Their lives will be 
remem- bered and an inspiration to many. 

Sincerely, 

Brenda Rich 

Brenda 
Rich 
President 



 

 
 
 
 

PLAQUE #1--Name of deceased:     
 

Relationship    
 

Hebrew Name (son/daughter of) and    
 

Date of death English Date of death Hebrew 
 
 
 

Before or after sundown    
********************************************************************************
***************************** 
PLAQUE #2--Name of deceased:     

 
Relationship    

 

Hebrew Name (son/daughter of) and    
 

Date of death English Date of death Hebrew 
 
 
 

Before or after sundown    
********************************************************************************
***************************** 
PLAQUE #3--Name of deceased:     

 
Relationship    

 
Hebrew Name (son/daughter of) and    

 
Date of death English Date of death Hebrew 

 
 
 

Before or after sundown    
 

If you have more than three plaques, please place information on additional sheets of paper. 

Please mail this form with your check for the amount in full to: 
Congregation Am HaYam; Attn: Brenda Rich; 4839 Market St. Unit C; Ventura, CA 93003 



 

 
 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

   Torah Talks with 
Maayan 11a on 
Zoom 

Middot 7p on 
Zoom 
 

Erev Shabbat 
8p CAH and 
Streaming 
 
Light Candles 
4:29p 
 
Neill Fingerhut 
Birthday 

Hanukkah 
Shabbat Services 
and Kiddush 10a 
at CAH and 
Streaming 
 
Shabbat ends at 
5:28p 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Singing for Hope 
5p on Zoom 

Rediscovering 
Conservative 
Judaism 7p on 
Zoom 
 
 

ScholarStream 
on Zoom 5p 
 

Torah Talks with 
Maayan 11a on 
Zoom 

Middot 7p on 
Zoom 
 

Light Candles 
4:30p 

Shabbat ends at 
5:29p 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Singing for Hope 
5p on Zoom 

 ScholarStream 
on Zoom 5p 
 

Torah Talks with 
Maayan 11a on 
Zoom 
 
Significant Book 
Club on Zoom 7p 

Middot 7p on 
Zoom 
 
Arlene & Jerry 
Davis Anniversary 
 

Erev Shabbat 
8p CAH and 
Streaming 
 
Light Candles 
4:32p 

Shabbat Services 
10a at CAH and 
Streaming 
 
Shabbat ends at 
5:31p 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

Ritual Meeting 10a 
on Zoom 
 
Board Meeting 
11a on Zoom 
 
Singing for Hope 
and Healing 5p on 
Zoom 

Rediscovering 
Conservative 
Judaism 7p on 
Zoom 
 

ScholarStream 
on Zoom 5p 
 

Torah Talks with 
Maayan 11a on 
Zoom 
 
Kathy Goch 
Birthday 

Middot 7p on 
Zoom 
 

Light Candles 
4:35p 

Shabbat ends at 
4:35p 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

     Light Candles 
4:40p 

 

       

 
 
 
 
 

December 2021 
Kislev/Tevet 5782 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

        PAST PRESIDENTS 
 

Mort Resnick 
Arnie Fingerhut z’l 
Jerry Ruthman z'l 

Peter Shack z'l 
Brenda Rich 

 
OUR VOLUNTEERS 

 
Kiddushim - Brenda Rich 

Oneg Shabbat - Fil Barton 

Librarian - Donna Gustafson 

Programming 

Tributes - Lois Lebman 

Telephone 

Purchasing - Ruth Resnick 

Yahrzeits - Bev Rosen 

Migdalor - Mark Rich 

Sunshine 

Webmaster - Mark Rich 

Publicity 
 
 

 

Rabbi J.B. Sacks 
rabbijbsacks@gmail.com Phone # 323-387-0096 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
PRESIDENT Brenda Rich 
brenda.bashful16@gmail.com Phone # 805-469-
0268 
 
VICE PRESIDENT- 
 
TREASURER-Lois Lebman 
 
SECRETARY- Donna Gustafson 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY-Ruth Resnick 

WAYS & MEANS VP- 

MEMBERSHIP VP- 
 
RITUAL VP- Neal Abramson 

HOUSING VP- 

ADULT EDUCATION VP-Fran Lande 
 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT-Brenda Rich 
 
DIRECTORS- Andrea Massion 

 Lee Rothschild 
 Mark Rich 

 
 
 
 
 

               
Please consider checking the box that allows you to 

cover the processing fees. 
 

Copy and paste link if needed 
https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=Y

SYYH8MKXVM92 
 

 

mailto:rabbijbsacks@gmail.com
mailto:brenda.bashful16@gmail.com
https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=YSYYH8MKXVM92
https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=YSYYH8MKXVM92
https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=YSYYH8MKXVM92

	From The Rabbi’s Study – December 2021
	From Our Intern’s Desk
	Grounding Our Lives: Four Sessions on Who We Are – Session One
	Grounding Our Lives: Four Sessions on Who We Are – Upcoming Events
	CAH Protocols for Moving Back into Our Building
	Best Practices/Etiquette Upon Moving Back

	CAH Service/T’fillot Protocol Upon Return to Our CAH Home
	ORDERING MEMORIAL WALL PLAQUES AT CAH

