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From The Rabbi’s Study—April 2021

The Holocaust, the Silence, and “Never Again”

This month we shall observe Yom HaShoah, the day of remembrance of those who perished in
the Holocaust at the hands of Europe. This past September the results of a survey conducted
about the Holocaust were released. | have mentioned this, and | am still unsettled about. This
survey was commissioned by the Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany, and it looked at the
awareness of the Holocaust in the United States.

The survey seems to have encompassed over 11,000 people. It’s helpful to keep in mind this does not represent
a high percentage of the population. On the other hand, it’s the job of surveys to extrapolate and make assump-
tions based on the data. For this purpose, the number is more than sufficient to give us a true snapshot of the
state of knowledge about the Shoah. The data is staggering. It points to a downward trend in the awareness of
basic Holocaust knowledge, or what we think of as basic, including the fact that 48% of the adults surveyed
could not name a single concentration camp or ghetto. This means that nearly half of all American adults did not
have the name Auschwitz somewhere in their accessible memory. They couldn’t say Dachau. They couldn’t
come up with Warsaw or Treblinka. Among Millenials and Gen-Z'ers, 56% could not identify the name
“Auschwitz.”

Some 63% of adults did not know that 6,000,000 Jews perished in the Shoah. In fact, over 10% of those
surveyed believed that “Jews caused the Holocaust.” Others blamed the United States, Israel, or President
Franklin D. Roosevelt for the Holocaust. Let us remember that Israel was not yet a state. There is little positive
that comes out of reading this survey.

continued




We condemn the silence of 80 years ago by saying “Never again.” So, what about the silence now? What
are doing to condemn this silence, a silence brought on by a lack of education and a lack of national effort
to remember. How do we make sure that when people say, “Never again,” they actually know what it is
they don’t want to ever happen again?

In the Torah, we read of detailed priestly instructions, including the prohibition from drinking while on the
job and the designations for various animals to be considered pure and impure.

The beginning of Leviticus 10 presents Aaron’s curious reaction to the deaths of his two eldest sons,
Nadav and Avihu. Although the text goes on to discuss what will happen to his sons’ bodies and how the
priests are forbidden from the same mourning rituals as the rest of the people, only two words are used to
describe Aaron’s reaction to losing two children, horrifically, at the same time: vayidom Aharon. Aaron was
immobilel. Aaron was silent.

Aaron’s sons make the unfortunate decision to go beyond the celebration and sacrifice that God has
commanded at the installment of the priests as the leaders of the Jewish people where. And for that,
Nadav and Avihu die. But what about Aaron? Certainly after the death of a loved one, especially children,
emotions can take you by surprise. But Aaron, Moses and G!d’s mouthpiece, is left speechless, and we
are left to figure out why. Many commentators suggest that the silence might have been either in protest of
G!d’s decision, in acceptance of this fate, or, perhaps, the anguish was too much for words.

It's ok to be the strong, silent type. It's ok to choose your battles. It's ok to turn the other cheek. It's
ok...until it isn’t. It's ok until those moments that demand of us to take our voices and use them strongly,
loudly, and vibrantly.

There’s so much to speak out about, it's both depressing and overwhelming. There are humanitarian
crises happening everywhere. Genocide Waich lists 13 places in the category of “Genocide Emergency,”
including China’s crackdown on the Uyghurs in Xinjiang, Azerbaijan’s invasion of Nagorno-Karabakh, the
ongoing emergencies in Syria, South Yemen, Ethiopia, Iraq, Yemen, Myanmar (where there are two
different genocides going on in two different regions against different peoples), Nigeria’s Borno State, the
Central African Republic, Somalia, and the Sudan.

In Yemen alone, some 20,000,000 face food insecurity and some 10,000,000 people facing imminent
starvation. Over 2,000,000 children need treatment for severe malnutrition. Yemen is also experiencing the
world's worst cholera epidemic, and children comprise nearly 25% of those suffering.

Clearly there is more to “Never Again” than merely stating the words. We live in a world where there is so
much to do. We might not all be fighting for the same things, and we may not all agree on best solutions or
tactics, but we can at least move the conversation forward.

Nadav and Avihu, perhaps, did not have the best of intentions or the strongest cause to stand up for. But
at least they made some noise. Aaron was silent. One of the profound meanings we can gain from Aaron’s
silence in the face of seeming injustice is that the text powerfully asks us to find the power to stand up for
what we see as right. While we certainly cannot solve all the world’s problems in one fell swoop, we can
and should use our voices. We don’t have to be silent.

[Our Yom HaShoah commemoration will take place on Friday, April 9 at 6 p.m. See elsewhere in this

Migdalor for CAH’s two-part series on “When Words Are Not Enough: Music and the Holocaust” on
Tuesdays, April 6 and 8 at 7 p.m.]

Rabbi J.B. Sacks



https://www.genocidewatch.com/countries-at-risk

Message from Brenda Rich

Greetings:

| hope you all had satisfying Seders and that you were able to spend them with family
members whether via Zoom or in person. Let’s hope that for all our future Passover cele-
brations we will be in person - hugging and kissing each other and wishing each other a
hearty Chag Samaich.

| also hope that you enjoyed our 2nd night of Passover Service via Zoom through the ef-
forts of Rabbi Sacks, our Rabbinic Intern, Maayan Lev and our Educational Vice President,
Fran Lande. If you missed it, you missed a very special evening.

Unfortunately, you will probably be receiving the Migdalor after the 7th and 8th day of
Passover Services which included our meaningful Yizkor service.

If you were not on Zoom for the three — part series of classes brought to you by the Adult
Education Committee entitled: “Unexplored Characters of the Passover Story” presented
by Rabbi Sacks and Rabbinic Intern, Maayan Lev, you missed fascinating information on
the Pharoah, Joseph and Elijah. Coming on Tuesday, April 6th and Thursday, April 8th at
7 p.m., Rabbi Sacks will be conducting 2 classes on When Words Alone Fail: Music and
the Shoah. Zoom in and see that this is not as strange as it may sound. Thank you, Fran
Lande, Adult Education V.P. for coordinating this program. This you will definitely not want
to miss.

It’s time my dear friends and Am HaYam family, for you to start joining in on these pro-
grams and class brought to you by our volunteers. It’s time for you to participate in the
long hours of dedication they spend to bring these events to you not only for your enjoy-
ment but for your education. April also brings you days to spend some extra time in
honoring Israel - Yom HaZikaron is Israel Memorial Day and Yom HaAtzmaut is Israel
Independence Day.

Take care, stay safe, get vaccinated, wear masks and social distance and soon we will be
together in person.

Shalom,

Brenda




Passover in Song 1'wia noa

Our Sunday singing hevra (Singing for Hope and Healing at 5pm) marked a year on Zoom
by reviewing a remarkable song: Zog Marran e Tell Me, Marrano, a Yiddish poem by
Avrom Reisen and music by Shmuel Bugatch about Sephardic Jews during the Spanish
Inquisition. The Inquisition was not just in Spain, but in every region of the world that

Spain conquered. Just recently, genealogist Genie Milgrom found records from the brutal

decimation of Jews during the 1500 and 1600’s in Peru and other South American
countries.

We’'ll be singing through May on Sundays. All are welcome via Zoom.
B’shalom,

Andrea Massion

Here’s some music for the season. Happy Spring and holiday of Matzah.

Linda Hirshorn and Vocolot sing the original Yiddish of Zog Marran with beautiful
accapela harmonies .

Find the link at the bottom of

https://tonguesmemory.wordpress.com/2015/04/01/zog-maran/




Ritual Committee News

Due to the days being longer and the sun setting later, begin-
ning with our April 23 Zoom Friday night service and continuing
through August through our Zoom Friday night service on
August 27, we will begin Friday night services at 7 p.m. If
there should be any additional changes, you will be notified.

Our next Ritual Meeting will be on Sunday, April 11 at 10 a.m.
via Zoom. All members are welcome at this meeting. If you
care to add anything to the agenda, please notify me 3 days
ahead of time, at uncleneal2@yahoo.com, so it can be
placed on the agenda. Thank you.
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WAYS AND MEANS FUNDRAISING LETTER

Dear Am HaYam Family,

Through all of the stress and turmoil of 2020, a light has shone brightly--our Am HaYam family.
Although totally virtual, our congregation has been active spiritually and educationally, and even
entertained. In order to stay focused on our goal of staying in touch with each other and to share
our offerings with prospective new members as well as the community at large, we are proposing
to upgrade our website and online presence.

Like all congregations, we are making a special appeal. Our goal is $3,600.00 to rebuild a new
website and maintain it. We envision our new virtual home as one which:

will reflect the warmth of our CAH family

will attract others

will be easy to navigate

will be easy to maintain and update

will be an integral part of how we communicate with each other

Your donation is a one-time request, but the impact will be felt for many years to come. Can we
count on you to help us attract new members and share our CAH activities with the community?

Donation Amount We Will Recognize You

$ 3,600 King David Site Sponsor—Prominent recognition
on the website as the sole sponsor of the site.

$ 1,800 Queen Esther Major contributor—Prominent
recognition on the site as a major contributor

$ 720 Judge Deborah--Sponsor the front page, recog-
nition on the front page

$ 540 Prophet Elijah--Sponsor the Rabbi’s page;
recognition on the Rabbi’'s page

$ 360 Leader Moses--Sponsor any other page on the
site; recognition on that page, such as the
President’'s message, the Adult Education sec-
tion, the Passover recipes page, or any of the
other pages.

$ 180 Mother Sarah--Special Contributor; recognition
along with all other contributors on special page
on website

$ 36 Adam and Eve--Contributor; recognition along

with all other contributors on special page on
website




We are very excited about this project and want to get started to enhance
our online presence for everyone’s benefit, members and visitors to the
site alike.

Your timely response to this special request will help us achieve this.
Please consider returning your donation today in the envelope we have
provided.

Todah rabbah! With gratitude!

Warmly,
Marc Goldman Brenda Rich
Mare foﬂ/m« Brewda Rich

Ways & Means Committee Chair President of CAH




SIGNIFICANT BOOK CLUB ON ZOOM

The next Significant Book Club discussion will be held on Zoom on
Wednesday, April 14, 2021 at 7 PM.

We will discuss a very important book Man’s Search for Meaning by Viktor

Frankl. Psychiatrist Viktor Frankl's memoir has riveted generations of readers with
its descriptions of life in Nazi death camps and its lessons for spiritual survival.
Between 1942 and 1945 Frankl labored in four different camps, including Auschwitz,
while his parents, brother, and pregnant wife perished. Based on his own experience
and the experiences of others he treated later in his practice, Frankl argues that we
cannot avoid suffering but we can choose how to cope with it, find meaning in it, and
move forward with renewed purpose. Frankl's theory-known as logotherapy, from the
Greek word logos ("meaning")-holds that our primary drive in life is not pleasure, as
Freud maintained, but the discovery and pursuit of what we personally find meaning-
ful. At the time of Frankl's death in 1997, Man's Search for Meaning had sold more
than 10 million copies in twenty-four languages. A 1991 reader survey for the
Library of Congress that asked readers to name a "book that made a difference
in your life" found Man's Search for Meaning among the ten most influential
books in America

Please join the discussion, even if you do not have an opportunity to read the book.
Zooming allows you to participate in a meaningful and entertaining discussion from the
comfort of your home.

The book can be purchased at a variety of places. If you choose Amazon, please use
Amazon smile to help CAH.

For more information, please contact Fran Lande,
Adult Education Chair,
at fblande@gmail.com
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SIGNIFICANT BOOK CLUB ON ZOOM

On Wednesday, Aprill4, 2021 participants will explore the very important
book Man’s Search For Meaning by Viktor Frankl. Psychiatrist Viktor
Frankl's memoir has riveted generations of readers with its descrip-
tions of life in Nazi death camps and its lessons for spiritual survival.
Between 1942 and 1945 Frankl labored in four different camps, in-
cluding Auschwitz, while his parents, brother, and pregnant wife per-
ished. Based on his own experience and the experiences of others
he treated later in his practice, Frankl argues that we cannot avoid
suffering but we can choose how to cope with it, find meaning in it,
and move forward with renewed purpose. Frankl's theory-known as
logotherapy, from the Greek word logos ("meaning")-holds that our
primary drive in life is not pleasure, as Freud maintained, but the dis-
covery and pursuit of what we personally find meaningful. At the
time of Frankl's death in 1997, Man's Search for Meaning had sold
more than 10 million copies in twenty-four languages. A 1991 reader
survey for the Library of Congress that asked readers to name a
"book that made a difference in your life" found Man's Search for
Meaning among the ten most influential books in America.

On Wednesday, June 9 2021, our focus will change to Israel as we
read The Lion's Gate: On the Front Lines of the Six Day War
Book by Steven Pressfield. It is considered one of the most unlikely
and astonishing military victories in history. Drawing on hundreds of
hours of interviews with veterans of the war--fighter and helicopter
pilots, tank commanders and Recon soldiers, paratrooper, as well as
women soldiers, wives and others--bestselling author Steven Press-
field tell the story of the Six Day War as you’ve never experienced it
before: in the voices of the young men and women who battled not
only for their lives but for the survival of a Jewish state, and for the
dreams of their ancestors. By turns inspiring,thrilling, and heart-
breaking, The Lion’s Gate is both a true tale of military courage un-
der fire and a journey into the heart of what it means to fight for
one’s people.

The books can be purchased from various book sites. If using Amazon,
please use Amazon Smile , so CAH can get a donation.

For more information, please contact Fran at Fblande@gmail.com.
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From the Adult Education Committee

New Class In Preparation of Yom HaShoah

The Adult Education Committee is pleased to announce a new two-part series called “When Words Alone Fail:
Music and the Shoah.” Rabbi Sacks will teach the course, which will take place via Zoom at 7 p.m. on Tuesday,
April 6, and Thursday, April 8 in conjunction with Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day).

Rabbi Sacks co-wrote this curriculum with Dr. Lorry Black. It is part of the Stories of Music Project of the Lowell
Milken Center for Music of American Jewish Experience at the UCLA Herb Alpert School of Music, and will be
published later this summer. Yom HaShoah this year begins at sundown on April 7 and continues through April
8. Our CAH Shabbat service in commemoration of Yom HaShoah will take place on Friday night, April 9 at 6 p.m.
on Zoom.

Even under the extremely difficult circumstances of the Holocaust, and even in the most horrific of environ-
ments, music continued to be composed and performed. Music provided inspiration and comfort, and served
as an outlet for self-expression and resistance. In the post-Shoah world, music has played a vital role in creating
and maintaining collective memory. This lesson will explore some of the musical activities that took place during
the Shoah, and the ways that Jews have collectively remembered the Shoah through music.

Links will be sent out. No pre-registration necessary.

When Words Alone Fail: Music and the Shoah Tuesday, April 6 & Thursday, April 8, 7 p.m.

CAH Commemoration of Yom HaShoah Friday, April 9, 6 p.m.

Again, save the above dates on your calendar

10
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From the Ritual Committee

Zoom Etiguette Tip/Reminder

We wanted to extend a friendly reminder for all participants in our Zoom services and classes.

In CAH events, we want people to use their video, because part of the joy of Zoom is that we

can still be together and see one another. Therefore, even though we might be at home in a
comfortable place, we need to consider that we can be seen. In light of this, here are some things
to remember:

e We appreciate that when attending any Zoom class or service that everyone dresses appropri
ately for the event/service/class, and be respectful of other attendees.

e We also appreciate that when attending any services (Shabbat, holidays, etc.) that you treat
our “Zoom space” as an extension of our synagogue, observing all applicable customs, rituals,
and expectations as we would on campus. Please wear a kippah (or other head covering) when-
ever engaged in prayer, or studying sacred texts (ie. Torah, Talmud, Psalms, etc.).

e A tallitis also preferred during certain services. If you would like to borrow a tallit, please con-
tact Rabbi Sacks or Brenda Rich to make arrangements to have one sent to you to use until we
are able to return to our shul (for in-person services).

If you do not have an appropriate head covering or a tallit, please still come to our events, includ-
ing services. We want to be together with you!

We appreciate each of you and look forward to seeing you again soon. We have at least six
events each week. Please see elsewhere in this Migdalor for this month’s schedule!

Warmly,

Neal Abramson
On behalf of the Ritual Committee and Rabbi Sacks
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Mondays with Mort

During the month of April there will be Zoom sessions of MWM
every Monday at 10:30 AM. Everyone is welcome to join us as we
continue the Book of VaYikra (Leviticus).

Questions of the Month:

1. Why are children starting to study Torah given sweets?
2. Why do children learn the first few verses of VaYikra when they
start to learn Torah?

The answers can be found by attending the Mondays with Mort
Zoom session on 4/5 or by emailing me.

Mort




And the Sweets Keep Coming

Thanks so much to Roz Gold, Martha Richardson, Doris Sacks and
Joel and Marlene Wolf for their donations to our
Purim Mishloach Manot program. All of you help to make this a successful
annual fundraiser. It is so appreciated.

Sincerely,

Ruth Resnick

13



IN MEMORY OF

Ruth Resnick IMO Glen VanValkenburg

Ruth Resnick IMO Dean Rich

BIRTHDAYS

April 7 Evan Karash
April 8 Lois Lebman

April 21 Betty Abramson

14



Get Well

Jody Jaffe
Bob Packer
Sheila Myles
Nancy Stein
Isaac Javier Masnicoff
Judye Newberger
Eva Lowe
Fran Lande
Roger Schwarz.
Ruth Sitzer

Mort Resnick

Michael Boronkay
Dianne Ruthman
Herb Stein
Lee Rothschild
Betty Abramson
Lois Lebman
Fil Barton
Fran Bagdad

Alberto Masnicoff

Freya Teplinsky
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Saturday, April 3
*Sam Hanig, Father-in-Law of Elaine Hanig
Friday, April 9

Douglas Klein, Father of Lee Rothschild
*In Memory of All Who Perished in the Holocaust - Eva Lowe
Theodore Nathan Sacks, Father of Rabbi J.B. Sacks and

Father-in-Law of Steven Karash

Saturday, April 17

*Irene Golden, Mother-in-Law of Alma Boronkay
*Lew Fenick, Step-Father of Elaine Hanig
Irv Jacobs, Father of Marci Hurlbut
*Erwin Klein, Father of Judy Leventhal 'l
*Regina Margolis, Mother-in-Law of Judy Margolis

Friday, April 23

Russel Golden, Brother-in-Law of Alma Boronkay
Sara Goch, First Wife of Stephen Goch
*Pauline Lebman, Mother-in-Law of Lois Lebman
*Sol Wayne, Father of Ann Sperber z'1 ,
*Sam Rich, Father-in-Law of Brenda Rich and Grandfather of Mark Rich
*Mae Schonfield, Step-Mother of Lois Lebman




April: Get in on All the Excitement Here at CAH!

Here at CAH we offer an extensive set of ongoing, recurring events. In fact, it is usually seven events each
week! Some months we offer special items. This month, for example, we’ll be having a special learning
opportunity about music and the Shoah (See chart below)!

Having regular opportunities to be together, to learn, to pray, to sing, to share has been very nurturing of
all of us during this pandemic, and has strengthened us as a community. We are proud of all these offer-
ings, and are grateful to all the event leaders. Thank you! Brenda sends out the link for the Zoom meeting
space ahead of time, so that it will be towards the top of your Email inbox. Services are coordinated by
Rabbi Sacks; all other events are coordinated by our Adult Education Vice President, Fran Lande. If you
have questions about our non-service offerings or have suggestions for other events, please contact Fran.

EVENT LEADER DAY and TIME CALENDAR DATES
Passover Services Rabbi Sacks Saturday (7th day), 10 a.m. | April 3

Sunday (8th day, including

Yizkor), 10 a.m. April 4
When Words Alone Fail: Rabbi Sacks Tuesday, 7 p.m. April 6
Music and the Shoah Thursday, 7 p.m. April 8
Yom HaShoah Commemo- Rabbi Sacks Friday, 6 p.m. April 9
ration
Significant Jewish Book Fran Lande Wednesday, 7 p.m. April 14
Club: Victor Frankl’s Man’s
Search for Meaning
Sing-A-Long for Healing Andrea Massion Sundays, 5-5:30 p.m. April 11, 18, 25
and Hope
Mondays with Mort (Study Mort Resnick Mondays, 10:30-11:30 April 5, 12, 19, 26
of the weekly Torah por- a.m.
tion)
Pirkei Avot (Mishnah’s Mort Resnick Mondays, 6:30-7:30 p.m. April 5, 12, 19, 26
section on ethics)
Psalms for Today Rabbi Sacks Tuesdays, 7:00-7:45 p.m. April 13, 20, 27
Beginning Hebrew Reading | Mort Resnick Thursdays, 10:00-10:45 April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

a.m.
Middot: Using Our Charac- Fran Lande Thursdays, 7:00-7:45 p.m. April 1, 15, 22, 29
ter Strengths through
Tough Times
Erev Shabbat (Friday night) | Rabbi Sacks Fridays—NOTE TIMES IN April 9 (for Yom HaShoah)-
services BOX RIGHT 6 p.m.

April 23-7 p.m.

Shabbat (Saturday) morn- Rabbi Sacks bimonthly, on Saturdays, April 3 (See above), April
ing services 10:00 a.m. 17
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PAST PRESIDENTS

Mort Resnick
Arnie Fingerhut z'l
Jerry Ruthman z'I

Peter Shack z'l

Brenda Rich

OUR VOLUNTEERS
Kiddushim - Brenda Rich
Oneg Shabbat -Fil Barton
Librarian — Donna Gustafson

Programming
Tributes — Lois Lebman
Telephone

Purchasing — Ruth Resnick

Yahrzeits — Bev Rosen
Migdalor— Bev Rosen
Sunshine

Webmaster—Mort Resnick
Publicity

Rabbi J. B. Sacks
rabbijbsacks@gmail.com——phone#323-387-0096

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT Brenda Rich
brenda.bashfull6@gmail.com
phone#-805-469-0268
VICE-PRESIDENT—

TREASURER- Lois Lebman

SECRETARY - Donna Gustafson

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY-Ruth Resnick

WAYS & MEANS VP - Marc Goldman

MEMBERSHIP VP - Miriam Mack

RITUAL VP - Neal Abramson
HOUSING VP -

IMMEDIATE PAST PRES - Brenda Rich

ADULT EDUCATION VP - Fran Lande

DIRECTORS =Andrea Massion
Lee Rothschild
Betty Abramson




